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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  TRUSTEES  FOR  CHILDREN. 


Children’s  Institutions  Department, 

30  Tremont  Street, 

Boston,  February  1,  1903. 

Hon.  Patrick  A.  Collins, 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston :  — 

Sir,  —  In  accordance  with  chapter  3,  section  22  of  the 
Revised  Ordinances,  the  Trustees  for  Children  present  their 
Annual  Report  for  the  financial  y$ar  ending  Jan.  31,  1903, 
this  being  the  sixth  year  of  the  Children’s  Institutions 
Department,  and  the  forty-fifth  of  the  Institutions  Depart¬ 
ment. 

The  term  of  office  of  Mr.  Horatio  A.  Lamb  expired  on 
May  1,  and  Dr.  Hasket  Derby  was  appointed  for  the  term 
ending  in  1907.  The  members  of  the  Board  and  the  times  of 
expiration  of  their  appointments  are  as  follows :  — 


Charles  P.  Putnam,  Chairman 

May  1, 

1906. 

Miss  Ellen  H.  Bailey,  Secretary  . 

U 

1904. 

John  O’Hare . 

u 

1903. 

Miss  Helen  Cheever 

a 

1904. 

Mrs.  G.  F.  H.  Murray  . 

u 

1906. 

Lee  M.  Friedman  .... 

u 

1905. 

Hasket  Derby  .... 

u 

1907. 

During  the  past  year  forty  meetings  of  the  Trustees  have 


been  held.  The  standing  committees  are :  — 

Committee  on  Finance.  —  The  Chairman,  Mr.  O’Hare,  Mr. 
Friedman,  Dr.  Derby,  Mrs.  Murray,  Miss  Cheever,  and  the 
Secretary. 
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Committee  on  Schools.  —  The  Chairman,  Mrs.  Murray,  Miss 
Cheever,  and  Mr.  Friedman. 

Committee  on  Placing-Out  Division.  —  Dr.  Derby,  Mrs. 
Murray,  Miss  Cheever,  and  the  Secretary. 

Committee  on  Releases.  —  Mr.  O’Hare  and  the  Secretary. 

Committee  on  Legislation. — The  Chairman  and  Mr.  Friedman. 


The  members  of  the  Board  all  serve  in  trim  on  the  visit¬ 
ing  committee  for  the  Parental  School  and  the  House  of 
Reformation,  two  members  being  appointed  for  two  months 
in  succession.  They  also  visit  the  children  placed  out  in 
families  and  institutions  at  irregular  intervals. 

The  children  under  the  care  of  the  Board  are  classed  as 
f  oIIoavs  : 

($.)  Juvenile  offenders  at  the  Flouse  of  Reformation 
(Rainsford  Island),  and  probationers  therefrom. 

( h .)  Truants  at  the  Parental  School  (West  Roxbury). 

(c.)  Dependent  and  neglected  children  boarded  or  placed 
free  in  families  (usually  in  the  country),  beside  a  number  in 
the  care  of  schools  for  defectives,  or  other  hospitals  or  insti¬ 
tutions,  not  under  the  management  of  the  Trustees,  where 
they  have  been  placed  for  training  or  hospital  treatment. 

The  total  number  of  children  now  in  the  care  of  the 
Department  is  1,457,  or  51  more  than  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year,  divided  as  follows :  — 

• 

In  the  House  of  Reformation  .  .  .  119 

On  probation  from  the  House  of  Reformation,  225 
In  the  Parental  School  .  .  .  .  242 

On  probation  from  the  Parental  School  .  16 

Dependent  children  .  .  .  .  .  651 

Neglected  children  .  .  .  .  .  204 


Total 


1457 
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The  total  number  of  children  admitted  to  the  care  of  the 
Department  during  the  year  was  501,  or  71  more  than  were 
admitted  during  the  previous  year,  divided  as  follows :  — 


Dependent  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  131 

Neglected  .......  24 

Truants  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  242 

Juvenile  offenders  .  .  .  .  .  104 


Total 


The  total  number  of  children  discharged  from  the  Depart¬ 
ment  during  the  year  was  443,  divided  as  follows :  — 

From  the  House  of  Reformation  .  .  .  39 

From  House  of  Reformation  probationers  .  41 

From  Parental  School  .  .  .  .  .  164 

From  Parental  School  probationers  .  .  39 

From  Dependent  and  Neglected  (placed-out) ,  160 

Total  .......  443 


Fifty-eight  boys  were  released  on  probation  from  the 
House  of  Reformation  and  49  from  the  Parental  School. 
These  remain  in  charge  of  the  Department,  the  boys  from  the 
House  of  Reformation  in  most  instances  until  their  majority 
is  attained,  and  the  boys  from  the  Parental  School  until  the 
expiration  of  their  term  of  sentence.  Of  the  160  dependent 
and  neglected  children  discharged,  16  died,  and  two  of  the 
'41  probationers  from  the  House  of  Reformation  also  died. 

Financial  Statement. 

The  total  net  cost  of  the  Children’s  Institutions  Depart¬ 
ment  for  the  year  was  $169,392.72,  which,  divided  among 
the  whole  average  number  of  children,  (1,429),  makes  an 
average  per  capita  expense  of  $118.61  for  the  year,  or  $2.27 
per  week. 

An  analysis  of  the  cost  of  the  Placing-Out  and  Office 
Division,  the  Parental  School,  and  the  House  of  Reforma¬ 
tion  is  given  in  Tables  2b  to  2g  inclusive. 
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The  net  cost  of  the  Placing-Out  Division  with  its  share  of 
the  Office  expenses,  amounted  to  $87,271.62;  this  includes  a 
charge  of  $162.90  an  account  of  the  decrease  in  the  inven¬ 
tory  of  clothing  on  hand  Feb.  1,  1908,  from  the  inventory 
of  the  year  previous. 

Of  this,  $18,530.67  has  been  paid  for  the  board  of  chil¬ 
dren  in  the  Massachusetts  School  for  the  Feeble  Minded,  the 
Baldwinsville  Hospital  Cottages  for  Children,  and  other 
institutions.  The  remainder,  $68,849.95  has  been  paid  for 
an  average  of  381  children  boarded  in  families,  and  an  aver¬ 
age  of  316  children  in  free  homes.  Taking  together  all  chil¬ 
dren  boarded  or  placed  free  in  families  (697),  we  find  the 
average  per  capita  cost  for  the  year  to  be  $98.62,  or  $1.89 
per  week. 

The  total  net  cost  of  caring  for  the  juvenile  offenders  was 
$36,857.69,  of  which  $35,452.27  was  used  for  the  House  of 
Reformation,  including  the  estimated  share  of  office  expenses 
($300.00),  making  the  average  per  capita  cost  for  each  boy 
actually  in  the  Institution  (121)  $292.99  for  the  year,  or 
$5.62  per  week.  The  remainder,  $1,405.42,  represents  the 
amount  expended  on  the  visitation  of  the  boys  on  probation 
in  their  own  homes  and  in  homes  in  the  country,  and  the 
clothing  furnished  by  the  Placing-Out  Division  to  some  of 
these  boys  when  going  to  the  country.  Taking  together  all 
the  juvenile  offenders,  both  in  the  House  of  Reformation  and 
on  probation,  (an  average  of  339,)  the  average  cost  per  cap¬ 
ita  for  the  year  was  $108.72,  or  $2.08  per  week. 

The  total  net  cost  of  the  Parental  School,  including  an 
estimated  share  of  the  office  expenses  ivas  $45,426.31,  mak¬ 
ing  the  average  per  capita  cost  of  an  average  of  228,  for  the 
year,  $199.24,  or  $3.82  per  week. 

The  following  amounts  have  been  received  from  loan 
appropriations  during  the  year :  — 

Parental  School,  electric  plant,  October,  1902,  $5,000  00 

Parental  School,  electric  plant,  December, 

1902  . .  10,000  00 

Parental  School,  conduits  for  electric  wires, 

October,  1902  .  1,500  00 
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Parental  School,  furnishing  three  new  cot¬ 
tages,  October,  1902  ....  $10,000  00 

Parental  School,  new  boiler,  October,  1902  .  2,500  00 

From  the  loan  appropriations  the  following  amounts  now 
stand  to  the  credit  of  the  Department :  — 

Parental  School,  land  and  buildings 
Conduits  for  electric  wires 
Electric  plant  ..... 

Furnishing  for  three  new  cottages  . 

New  boiler  ...... 

Rains  ford  Island,  permanent  improvements 


.  $57,240  28 
700  00 
.  15,000  00 

.  10,000  00 
1,600  00 

7,548  33 
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HOUSE  OF  REFORMATION. 

Trustees’  Report. 

Never  lias  the  Institution  at  Rainsford  Island,  which  may 
be  properly  characterized  as  a  training  school  for  delinquent 
youth,  been  in  such  good  condition  as  it  is  to-day. 

Faithfulness  and  the  performance  of  conscientious  duty  on 
the  part  of  the  officers  and  teachers  have  served  to  maintain 
order  and  discipline  in  the  school,  and  given  a  healthy  tone 
to  its  work.  During  the  serious  illness  of  the  Superintend¬ 
ent  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  was  no  interruption  of 
the  regular  routine,  which  was  directed  in  large  measure 
from  his  sick-room. 

The  method  and  character  of  the  work  done  at  the  House 
of  Reformation  during  the  past  year  does  not  differ  materially 
from  that  done  in  the  previous  years  of  the  Trustees’  admin¬ 
istration.  Improvement  is  always  aimed  at,  and  results  have 
been  satisfactory.  The  general  improvements  which  have  been 
effected  by  the  work  of  the  officers  and  larger  boys  have 
added  much  to  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  the  inmates, 
and  given  an  aspect  of  order  and  cleanliness  to  the  Island 
itself  which  has  often  been  remarked  by  those  who  can  recall 
its  appearance  before  the  Trustees  took  charge.  All  of  the 
wooden  booths,  which  at  one  time  were  a  source  of  disfigure¬ 
ment  to  the  Island,  have  either  been  removed  altogether  or 
changed  and  converted  to  such  use  as  to  leave  no  trace  of 
their  unsightly  appearance. 

The  Trustees  desire  to  thank  the  Boston  Public  Library 
for  the  monthly  supply  of  books,  and  to  express  to  the  Cath¬ 
olic  and  Protestant  pastors,  and  also  to  the  Hebrew  instruct¬ 
ors,  their  appreciation  of  the  religious  services  which  have 
been  held  with  regularity  during  the  past  year. 

The  tables  of  statistics  relating  to  the  Institution  and  to 
the  boys  who  are  on  probation  therefrom  may  be  found  on 
pp.  41-50  of  the  Appendix. 
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The  number  of  boys  in  the  Institution  at  the  close  of  the 
year  is  seven  more  than  at  the  beginning,  and  the  number 
admitted  during  the  year,  104,  shows  an  increase  of  15  over 
the  record  of  89  admitted  during  the  preceding  year. 

Of  the  104  boys  admitted  to  the  Institution  36  were  sent 
for  periods  varying  from  eight  to  thirty  days  for  non¬ 
payment  of  fines. 

It  is  a  matter  of  regret  that  a  training  school  of  this  char¬ 
acter  should  be  obliged  to  receive  so  large  a  percentage  of  its 
inmates  for  such  short  periods  of  time.  The  boy  committed 
for  non-payment  of  a  fine  has  the  material  benefit  of  a  holi¬ 
day,  somewhat  under  restraint,  at  the  city’s  expense.  He  is 
well-housed,  well-clothed,  and  well-fed  during  the  short  term 
of  his  visit,  and  his  parents  are  relieved  of  care  and  expense 
concerning  him.  If  the  immediate  offence  is  not  sufficiently 
serious  to  warrant  commitment  for  minority,  and  the  past 
record  of  the  boy  is  not  such  as  to  indicate  a  tendency  to 
habitual  delinquency,  the  Trustees  are  of  opinion  that  the 
Massachusetts  probationary  system  should  be  called  into 
requisition  rather  than  to  impose  a  fine  payable  or  not  as 
the  parents  may  be  able  or  disposed. 

Association  with  boys  older  and  more  advanced  in  crimi¬ 
nal  tendencies,  even  for  the  few  weeks  of  sentence  imposed 
for  non-payment  of  a  fine,  has  no  moral  advantage ;  nor  can 
the  effect  of  these  transient  visitors  upon  the  regular  work 
and  routine  of  the  school  be  deemed  other  than  ill-advised. 
It  is  indeed  positively  detrimental,  and  a  source  of  discour¬ 
agement  to  the  boys  committed  for  minority  who  are  obliged 
to  earn  by  good  conduct  their  probationary  release  from  the 
Institution. 

The  merit  system  furnishes  a  like  opportunity  for  all  boys 
serving  a  minority  sentence  to  earn  their  release,  which  is 
probationary,  care  and  supervision  being  provided  by  a  spe¬ 
cial  agent  during  probation  until  their  majority  has  been 
attained.  The  system  is  a  just  one,  and  when  wisely  and 
fairly  administered  appeals  to  the  most  delinquent  among 
juvenile  offenders. 


8 


City  Document  No.  9. 


There  are  now  225  boys  on  probation  from  the  House  of 
Reformation.  Many  of  them  are  self-supporting,  and  a  large 
proportion  are  doing  well.  Our  agent  acts  as  a  personal 
friend  toward  these  boys  who  are  in  his  charge.  To  him 
they  can  appeal  when  in  difficulty,  and  his  aid  is  frequently 
invoked  in  the  matter  of  finding  employment  for  them. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  THE 
HOUSE  OF  REFORMATION. 


Boston,  February  1,  1903. 

To  the  Trustees  for  Children :  — 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  of  this  Institu¬ 
tion  for  the  year  ending  January  31,  1903. 

On  February  1,  1902,  there  were  112  boys  in  the 
House  of  Reformation,  committed  for  minority.  During 
the  year  there  have  been  committed  104  boys,  68  of  whom 
were  committed  for  minority  and  36  for  non-payment  of 
fines.  During  the  same  period  58  have  been  released  on 
probation,  35  “fine”  boys  discharged,  two 'released  by  order 
of  the  Superior  Court,  and  two  transferred  to  the  Massachu¬ 
setts  Reformatory.  The  largest  attendance  was  128,  from 
July  16  to  25th;  the  smallest  was  112,  from  February 
1st  to  4th.  The  number  of  boys  remaining  January  31, 
1903,  was  119,  including  one  “fine”  boy. 

The  average  conduct  of  the  boys  during  the  year  just 
past  has  varied  from  fair  to  excellent,  and  has  really  been 
better  than  might  be  expected  under  the  present  conditions, 
which  have  not  been  at  all  favorable  to  the  best  results. 
I  refer  to  the  more  or  less  constant  change  in  the  roster 
of  officers,  caused  by  the  meagre  salary  paid  by  the  city 
to  these  officials,  combined  with  the  extreme  difficulty  of 
obtaining  proper  persons  to  fill  these  positions  for  so  limited 
a  salary.  When  a  man  who  would  make  a  good  officer  comes 
here  it  is  only  to  gain  experience,  and  having  gained  it  he 
becomes  a  more  valuable  man,  and  leaves  at  the  first  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  some  more  attractive  or  more  remunerative  em¬ 
ployment.  This  continual  change  of  officers  makes  the  boys 
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restive,  and  offers  opportunities  for  escaping  or  other  mis¬ 
chief.  The  only  serious  troubles  we  have  had  for  the  past 
few  years  have  been  directly  or  remotely  the  result  of  these 
changes. 

During  the  last  seven  years  there  have  been,  on  an  aver¬ 
age,  nine  changes  a  year,  and  that  too  in  a  complement  of 
but  nine  men.  Such  a  condition  would  be  the  ruin  of  any 
undertaking,  no  matter  how  well  planned,  and  its  evil  effects 
on  our  work  can  most  readily  be  realized  only  by  those 
directly  concerned.  The  Inspectors  of  Prisons  for  Suffolk 
County  realized  it,  and  since  they  have  recommended  that 
the  salaries  of  these  officials  be  increased  to  a  plane  with 
those  paid  to  officers  in  similar  institutions  as  soon  as  pos¬ 
sible,  I  most  respectfully  urge  that  the  Trustees  do  all  in 
their  power  to  remedy  this  condition. 

The  new  merit  system,  which  was  installed  but  a  few 
months  before  the  end  of  the  previous  fiscal  year,  has  now 
been  in  operation  long  enough  to  demonstrate  its  complete 
success.  The  boys  are  kept  here  long  enough  to  give  them 
some  substantial  training,  and  in  general  they  have  done 
better  under  it,  and  the  ends  of  justice  have  been  more 
completely  served. 

The  usual  repairs  about  the  buildings  have  been  made, 
and  it  has  been  the  aim  of  the  administration  to  have  every¬ 
thing  clean  and  in  the  best  condition  possible  with  our  facil¬ 
ities  at  all  times.  Such  an  object  lesson  in  keeping  things 
clean  and  orderly  has  been  of  incalculable  benefit  to  the 
boys ;  no  hurried  cleaning  up  for  inspections  or  visits. 

The  playroom  at  the  Point  Cottage  has  been  extensively 
improved.  The  building,  reconstructed  from  one  of  the  old 
wooden  booths,  has  been  clapboarcled,  new  windows  put  in, 
painted  inside  and  out,  lighted  with  electricity,  heated  by 
steam,  and  furnished  with  a  well-equipped  toilet  room, 
thereby  doing  away  with  the  old  out-door  accommodations 
formerly  used.  The  coal-shed,  of  which  we  have  been  so 
much  in  need,  is  to  be  erected  during  the  coming  year,  plans 
for  the  same  being  now  completed  and  on  file. 

The  school  classes,  of  which  there  are  four,  have  been  in 
charge  of  Principal  Walter  J.  Phelan  and  his  efficient  corps 
of  assistants,  the  Misses  Eddy,  Titus,  and  Farrell, — the 
latter  replacing  Miss  Alice  G.  Meade,  who  resigned  her  posi¬ 
tion  here  in  September  to  fill  a  vacancy  in  one  of  the  Boston 
Public  Schools. 

Two  sessions  have  been  conducted  regularly  except  during 
July  and  August,  when  a  single  session  of  “Summer”  school 
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was  held  each  morning.  Each  class  has  devoted  two  periods 
a  week  to  sloyd  throughout  the  year. 

The  school  attendance  has  largely  increased,  testing  the 
full  seating  capacity  of  our  small  class  rooms.  There  have 
been  no  changes  from  the  courses  and  methods  of  last  year. 
Promotions  have  been  made  according  to  the  merits  and 
needs  of  the  individual  pupil,  and  care  has  been  taken  to 
encourage  the  boys  to  advance  into  higher  grades.  Every¬ 
thing  savoring  of  mechanical  and  routine  methods  has  been 
rigorously  avoided.  Keeping  closely  in  touch  with  their 
individual  tastes  and  characteristics  we  have  endeavored,  by 
arousing  their  interest,  to  secure  genuine  effort  and  contin¬ 
uous  cheerful  activity. 

The  evenings  have  been  devoted  to  regular  class  instruc¬ 
tion  for  the  very  oldest  boys,  letter-writing  to  parents, 
instruction  in  vocal  music,  reading,  declamation,  lectures, 
games,  and  entertainments. 

The  Shoemaking  Department  has  employed  an  average  of 
sixteen  boys  during  the  year,  and  the  quantity  and  quality 
of  work  turned  out  is  commendable.  They  have  made  all  of 
our  own  shoes  and  slippers,  and  furnished  all  needed  by 
the  Parental  School  and  Placing-Out  Division,  beside  doing 
a  large  amount  of  repairing.  Our  instructor,  Mr.  Walton, 
has  made  the  work  in  this  department  especially  interest¬ 
ing  and  helpful,  and  several  boys  who  have  received  training 
here  have  been  placed  in  excellent  positions  upon  their 
release. 

The  Printing  Department  has  employed  an  average  of 
twelve  boys.  The  character  of  the  work  done  in  this  depart¬ 
ment,  is,  as  it  always  has  been  under  our  present  instructor, 
strictly  first-class  in  every  particular,  and  has  received  much 
favorable  comment.  The  boys  are  most  fortunate  in  having 
so  able  an  instructor  as  Mr.  Clark  in  charge  of  their  depart¬ 
ment,  and  many  who,  after  being  released,  are  now  in  good 
positions,  realize  the  value  and  benefit  of  the  training  they 
received  while  here. 

In  the  sewing  room  an  average  of  twelve  boys  have  found 
employment.  These,  under  the  direction  of  the  seamstress, 
have  made  1,650  new  garments  and  pieces,  and  repaired 
5,895  garments  and  pieces,  and  3,043  pairs  of  stockings. 

The  farm  work  has  been  carried  on  much  as  last  year,  and 
excellent  results  accomplished  with  our  very  limited  space. 
We  have  been  able  to  raise  all  of  the  pork  used  in  the  Insti¬ 
tution,  and  the  usual  variety  of  garden  truck  has  made  a 
welcome  change  in  the  dietary.  A  list  of  the  farm  produce 
during  the  year  is  appended. 
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The  health  of  the  boys  has  been  usually  good ;  four  cases 
only  have  required  hospital  treatment,  and  no  deaths  have 
occurred.  Detailed  information  will  be  found  in  the  report 
of  the  resident  physician,  which  is  appended,  as  are  also 
those  of  Dr.  E.  P.  Wentworth  and  Dr.  E.  A.  Leonard,  who 
have  had  charge  of  the  dental  work,  and  Dr.  R.  G.  Loring, 
occulist,  who  has  cared  for  the  boys’  eyes. 

The  usual  classes  in  gymnastics,  athletics,  etc.,  have  been 
regularly  conducted  by  the  physical  director,  C.  A.  Rab- 
ethge,  M.D.,  in  the  open  air  when  possible.  The  summer 
holidays  have  been  observed  with  athletic  carnivals,  and  daily 
swimming  baths  in  the  ocean  have  been  given  during  the 
warm  weather. 

Religious  services  have  been  conducted  in  the  chapel 
every  Sunday  by  Rev.  William  B.  Toulmin  for  the  Protest 
ants,  and  by  Rev.  P.  J.  O’Connell,  S.J.,  for  the  Catholic 
boys.  Rev.  P.  H.  Brennan,  S.J.,  and  his  successor,  Rev. 
Father  O’Connell,  have  visited  us  regularly  to  hear  confes¬ 
sions  and  give  advice  to  the  boys.  Last  August  a  service 
for  the  Hebrew  boys  was  commenced  by  Messrs.  Myer 
Bloomfield  and  Philip  Davis,  and  since  that  time  has  been 
regularly  conducted  by  them. 

I  wish  to  express  my  gratitude  to  Miss  Gertrude  Savage 
Sands  and  friends,  and  to  several  members  of  Boston  Col¬ 
lege,  for  their  kindness  in  coming  to  us  and  entertaining  the 
boys. 

My  relations  with  my  subordinates  have  been  most  cordial, 
and  I  desire  to  thank  them  for  their  hearty  support  and 
painstaking  efforts  in  the  work  of  this  Institution. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  express  to  the  Trustees,  individu¬ 
ally  and  severally,  my  sincere  appreciation  of  the  kindly 
interest  and  cordial  support  which  they  have  accorded  me  in 
my  work. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Sumner  D.  Seavey, 

Superintendent. 


MEDICAL  REPORT. 


Boston,  February  1,  1903. 
Sumner  D.  Seavey,  Superintendent:  — 

I  herewith  submit  my  report  for  the  year  ending  February 

1,  1903. 
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All  boys  entering  the  Institution  have  been  examined  on 
admission  to  determine  the  absence  of  contagious  diseases, 
and  a  record  has  also  been  kept  of  the  chief  physical  charac¬ 
teristics  of  each  boy. 

Four  cases  were  sent  to  the  Long  Island  Hospital  for 
treatment.  All  other  cases  were  treated  here. 

F  olio  wing  is  a  list  of  conditions  treated :  — 


Abscess  . 

12 

Herpes 

7 

Acne 

2 

Hemorrhoids  . 

5 

Anaemia  . 

4 

Hernia 

2 

Burns 

5 

Hordeolum 

12 

Balanitis  . 

3 

Indigestion 

11 

Bilious  attacks 

( 

Lumbago 

7 

Boils 

26 

Malaria  . 

3 

Bronchitis 

5 

Myalgia  . 

2 

Bruise 

18 

Otorrhoea 

19 

Cellulitis  . 

1 

Pharyngitis 

9 

Conjunctmtis  . 

21 

Pleurisy  . 

5 

Cold 

4 

Palmer  abscess 

2 

Cut 

84 

Psoriasis 

1 

Colic 

16 

Rheumatism 

9 

Constipation 

14 

Scalp  wound  . 

3 

Cholera  morbus 

3 

Scrofula  . 

1 

Catarrh  . 

4 

Sprains  . 

27 

Diarrhoea 

36 

Scalds 

5 

Enuresis  . 

8 

Tonsillitis 

31 

Ear-ache  . 

7 

Toothache 

8 

Eczema  . 

36 

Teeth  extracted 

6 

F  ebricula 

12 

Trachoma 

16 

Fractures 

3 

Varicocle 

3 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Charles  A.  Rabethge,  M.D. 


DENTAL  REPORT. 


Boston,  February  2,  1903. 

Sumner  D.  Seayey,  Superintendent , 

House  of  Reformation ,  Rainsford  Island:  — 

Our  first  Avork  when  a  boy  enters  the  school  is  to  examine 
the  oral  cavity  and  note  the  pathological  conditions  present. 
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At  that  or  the  next  sitting  begins  the  treatment  necessary  to 
place  the  mouth  in  a  clean,  healthy  condition. 

In  many  cases  after  some  months  of  institution  life  we 
note  decided  improvement  in  the  texture  of  the  tooth  struc¬ 
ture,  undoubtedly  due  to  regular  and  systematic  living  as 
well  as  better  care  of  the  teeth.  In  no  case  before  entering 
the  Institution  has  oral  hygiene  received  any  consideration 
by  the  boys. 

We  desire  to  express  our  thanks  for  your  kindness  and 
courtesy,  also  to  the  officers  for  their  assistance  in  our  work. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  operations :  — 


No. 


Treated. 

Amalgam  fillings  . 

49 

Gutta-percha  fillings 

19 

Cement  fillings 

1 

Extracted 

124 

Pulp  capped 

No. 

Treated. 

1 

Abscess  Alveola  . 

11 

Pyrrhora  Alveolaris 

1 

Cleansed  teeth  of  all. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Evan  P.  Wentworth. 


E.  Almon  Leonard. 


OPHTHALMOLOGISTS’  REPORT. 


Boston,  February  1,  1903. 

Sumner  D.  Seavey,  Superintendent , 

House  of  Reformation ,  Rainsford  Island:  — 

My  dear  Sir,  —  I  have  made  several  visits  to  Rainsford 
Island  during  the  past  year  to  examine  the  boys’  eyes.  I 
have  nothing  serious  to  report  as  regards  the  condition  of 
their  eyes  generally.  There  has  been  a  limited  number  of 
cases  of  far  and  near-sightedness,  for  which  glasses  have 
been  ordered.  There  has  also  been  a  number  of  cases  of 
conjunctivitis,  chiefly  follicular,  which  have  yielded  readily 
to  treatment. 

Yours  truly, 

Robert  G.  Loring. 
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PARENTAL  SCHOOL  — (THE  TRUANT  SCHOOL 
OF  THE  CITY  OF  BOSTON). 

Trustees’  Report. 

During  a  full  year  and  more  of  service  from  our  present 
Superintendent,  Mr.  D.  P.  Dame,  the  Truant  School  of  the 
City  of  Boston  has  maintained  a  record  of  good  order  and 
discipline. 

In  making  the  necessary  changes  among  subordinate  offi¬ 
cers  much  effort  has  been  exerted  to  secure  a  high  grade  of 
service  among  cottage  masters  and  matrons,  teachers  and 
instructors,  service  that  has  not  been  without  experience  in 
dealing  with  children ;  and  that  there  has  been  good  order 
in  our  much  over-crowded  school,  no  out-break  of  an  epidemic 
such  as  has  been  experienced  in  the  past,  is  due  in  great 
measure  to  the  faithfulness  and  efficiency  of  our  Superin¬ 
tendent,  whose  regular  duties  have  been  largely  increased 
during  the  year  because  of  the  construction  of  the  three  new 
cottages  to  be  used  as  dormitories.  This  work  has  required 
much  oversight  on  his  part,  and  necessitated  the  presence  of 
a  large  number  of  workmen  within  the  grounds. 

These  new  cottages  will  greatly  facilitate  the  general  work 
of  the  School,  but  there  yet  remains  much  to  be  added  to  the 
institution  in  the  way  of  buildings,  besides  filling  and  grad¬ 
ing  the  large  piece  of  swamp  land  belonging  to  the  property, 
in  order  to  complete  an  equipment  adequate  to  the  needs  of 
the  ever-increasing  number  of  boys,  for  whom  the  City  of 
Boston  designed  to  provide  special  training  and  discipline  in 
a  school  which  should  combine  with  its  educational  advan¬ 
tages,  that  home  and  parental  authority  which  is  surely  lack¬ 
ing  in  the  life  of  the  habitual  truant  from  our  public  schools. 

An  administration  building  to  include  school-rooms  and  a 
gymnasium,  and  a  new  stable  to  replace  the  old  wooden 
structure  which  is  no  longer  fit  for  use,  are  needs  which 
demand  immediate  consideration. 

During  the  year  242  truants  have  been  committed  to  the 
Parental  School  for  terms  varying  in  length  of  time  from 
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three  months  to  two  years;  164  were  discharged  upon  the 
expiration  of  their  sentence,  and  49  were  released  on  proba¬ 
tion,  No  deaths  have  occurred. 

More  complete  details  of  the  work  done  in  the  Parental 
School  are  given  in  the  report  of  the  Superintendent,  which 
follows ;  and  the  report  of  the  resident  physician  together 
with  the  reports  of  Drs.  Leonard  and  Wentworth,  the  den¬ 
tists  to  the  School,  and  of  Dr.  Tenney,  occulist,  are  evidence 
of  the  care  that  is  exercised  in  regard  to  the  boys’  health. 


BEPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  THE 

PARENTAL  SCHOOL. 


To  the  Trustees  for  Children :  — 

I  herewith  submit  my  report  for  the  year  ending  January 
31,  1903. 

The  tables  of  statistics,  which  follow,  give  most  of  the 
information  desired  without  the  necessity  of  further  repeti¬ 
tion  and  comment. 

It  may  be  well,  however,  to  call  attention  to  several 
matters  of  special  interest.  By  reference  to  Table  No.  19  it 
will  be  observed  that  the  average  age  at  commitment  during 
the  past  year  has  been  11  years,  1  day;  while  during  the 
year  before,  the  average  was  11  years,  5  months,  1  day,  five 
months  greater  than  during  the  past  year.  Whether  this 
great  difference  in  average  age  is  simply  a  coincidence,  or  is 
the  result  of  some  change  in  the  policy  of  dealing  with 
absentees,  habitual  truants,  and  habitual  school  offenders 
before  their  commitment,  is  a  matter  which  the  future  may 
explain. 

The  average  time  spent  in  the  School  by  boys  discharged 
or  released  during  the  past  year  was  one  year,  while  the 
average  for  the  year  before  was  one  year  and  twenty-seven 
days.  This  considerable  difference  is  explained  in  large 
measure  by  the  fact  that  twice  as  many  (49)  boys  were 
released  before  the  expiration  of  their  term  during  the  past 
year  as  were  released  during  the  previous  year. 
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WORK  OF  THE  SCHOOLS. 

The  work  of  the  schools  has  been  substantially  the  same 
as  during  the  previous  year.  Raphia  work,  however,  has 
been  introduced  into  three  classes  composed  of  the  youngest 
boys.  As  several  of  the  grade  teachers  have  interested 
themselves  in  this  work  and  teach  their  own  pupils,  the  rest 
of  the  boys  have  had  two  lessons  a  week  in  sloyd. 

In  the  vacation  school  of  five  weeks  in  J  uly  and  August, 
a  corps  of  five  teachers,  assisted  by  two  teachers  without  pay, 
taught  the  following  subjects :  English,  spelling,  letter¬ 
writing,  reading,  nature  study,  gymnastics  and  out-door 
plays  and  games,  sloyd,  and  basket-weaving. 

RELIGIOUS  INSTRUCTION. 

The  Catholic  boys  have  attended  St.  Theresa’s  Church  and 
the  Protestant  boys  have  attended  the  South  Evangelical 
Church.  Mr.  Philip  Rubenstein  has  given  weekly  lessons  to 
the  Hebrew  boys  in  the  tenets  of  their  faith.  Grateful 
acknowledgement  is  hereby  made  to  those  who  have  had  the 
religious  training  of  the  boys  in  their  charge,  for  they  have 
earnestly  striven  to  inspire  them  with  right  motives  and  high 
ideals. 

HEALTH. 

In  general,  the  health  of  the  boys  has  been  good  and  we 
have  been  free  from  epidemics  and  have  had  very  few  cases 
of  serious  illness.  For  a  detailed  statement  of  our  hospital 
record  I  would  refer  you  to  the  report  of  Dr.  Kenney,  the 
House  Officer. 

I  would  also  call  your  attention  to  the  reports  of  Drs. 
Leonard  and  Wentworth,  who  have  cared  for  the  boys’  teeth, 
and  to  the  report  of  Dr.  Tenney,  who  has  examined  their 
eyes  and  prescribed  treatment.  Twenty-five  boys  have  been 
provided  with  spectacles,  the  parents  in  a  number  of  cases 
meeting  the  expense.  Some  of  the  boys  who  were  very 
backward  and  took  little  interest  in  their  studies,  have  made 
marked  progress  in  their  work  and  have  shown  a  lively  inter¬ 
est  in  school  since  their  defective  sight  was  corrected  by 
suitable  spectacles. 

ENTERTAINMENTS. 

In  addition  to  the  church  entertainments  and  concerts,  a 
number  of  which  the  boys  have  attended,  members  of  the 
South  Evangelical  Church  gave  an  entertainment  with  a 
stereopticon  to  the  boys  of  Cottage  3;  the  band  of  the 
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Working  Boys’  Home  gave  a  good  out-door  concert  last 
summer;  a  troupe  of  Harvard  students  gave  the  boys  of 
Cottage  1  and  Cottage  2  an  excellent  entertainment  consists 
ing  of  recitations  and  music  by  the  banjo  club;  Mr.  Louns- 
berry  and  Mr.  Wetmore,  masters  of  Cottage  1  and  Cottage  2 
respectively,  have  each  afforded  their  boys  several  excellent 
entertainments,  consisting  of  music,  impersonations,  and  reci¬ 
tations  ;  Mr.  Dudley  Prescott,  imitator  and  ventriloquist, 
and  Mr.  Herman  Goldstein,  violinist,  gave  the  boys  an  excel¬ 
lent  entertainment  on  Christmas  Day. 

Besides  all  these  entertainments,  the  boys  have  enjoyed 
hearing  the  graphophone  many  times  during  the  year. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the 
help  and  co-operation  given  me  by  the  officers  and  teachers, 
and  to  the  Trustees  I  wish  to  extend  my  thanks  for  their 
cordial  and  generous  support  and  for  their  many  words  of 
counsel. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

D.  P.  Dame, 

Superintendent . 


MEDICAL  REPORT. 


D.  P.  Dame,  Superintendent :  — 

All  boys  entering  the  School  have  been  examined  physi¬ 
cally,  and  records  are  kept  showing  the  presence  or  absence 
of  anomalies  and  diseased  conditions.  Those  not  showing  a 
recent  vaccination  cicatrix  were  revaccinated ;  and  a  nose 
and  throat  culture  was  taken  from  each  new  boy  on  admis¬ 
sion  ;  one  of  which  was  reported  positively  for  the  diphtheria 
bacillus. 

Fortunately  no  epidemic  of  diphtheria  has  appeared ;  the 
three  cases  listed  below  are  the  linale  of  the  outbreak  one 
year  ago. 

One  case  of  appendicitis  and  two  of  tubercular  cervical 
adenitis  were  sent  to  the  City  Hospital  for  surgical  treat¬ 
ment.  Other  cases  were  treated  at  the  School  hospital, 
numbering  in  all  409  :  218  hospital  patients,  and  191  out¬ 
patients. 
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The  following  cases  were  treated: 


Specific  infectious  diseases. 


Diphtheria  ...  3 

Malaria  .  .  .23 

Febricula  ...  1 

Diseases  of  the  digestive 
system. 

Tonsillitis  suppurative  .  2 

Tonsillitis  lacunar  and 
follicular  .  .  .43 

Pharyngitis  .  .  .15 

Stomatitis  .  .  .11 

Acute  gastritis  .  .  6 

Enteritis  .  .  .16 

Appendicitis  .  .  2 

Oxyuris  vermicularis  .  3 

Miscellaneous  affections,  .  39 
Diseases  of  the  respiratory 
system. 

Lobar  pneumonia  .  3 

Broncho  pneumonia  .  1 

Acute  coryza  .  .  3 

Epistaxis  ...  3 

Laryngitis  ...  5 

Bronchitis  ...  3 

Diseases  of  the  skin. 

Impetigo-contagioso  .  3 

Urticaria  .  .  .  1 

Dermatitis  venenata  .  2 

Scabies  ...  2 

Erythema  intertrigo  .  1 

Eczema  ...  2 

Diseases  of  the  eye. 

Hordeolum  ...  5 

Catarrhal  conjunctivitis,  2 

Phlyctenular  44  .2 

Follicular  44  .  1 

Interstitial  keratitis  .  1 


Corneal  ulcer  .  .  1 

Blepharitis  ...  2 

Diseases  of  the  ear. 

Abscess  ...  3 

Acute  otitis  media  .  8 

Chronic  otitis  media  .  7 

Cerumen  ...  1 

Otitis  externa  diffusa  .  3 

Mastoiditis  ...  1 

Foreign  body  in  ear  .  1 

Wounds. 

Incised  .  .  .27 

Lacerated  ...  4 

Punctured  ...  5 

Septic  .  .  .16 

Fractures. 

Metacarpal  bone  .  .  1 

Sprains. 

Elbow  ...  2 

Index  finger  .  .  1 

Dislocations. 

Index  finger  .  .  1 

Paronychia  .  .  .11 

Burns  .  .  .  .18 

Abrasions  ...  5 

0 

Splinters  removed  .  .  9 

Bursaritis  ...  2 

Abscesses  ...  5 

Furuncles  .  .  .15 

Alveolar  abscesses  .  .  5 

Frost  bite  1 

Ac.  articular  rheumatism  .  2 

Cervical  adenitis  .  .  2 

Circumcised  ...  4 

Tonsils  removed  .  .  2 

Adenoids  removed  .  .  2 

Miscellaneous  affections  .  35 


In  examining  241  new  boys  the  following  conditions  were 
found :  — 


Nose  and  throat. 

Deviated  septum  .  15 

Hypertrophied  tonsils  .  25 

Spur  ....  2 

Adenoids  ...  9 


Eye. 

Internal  strabismus  .  6 

External  strabismus  .  1 

Catarrhal  conjunctivitis  1 

Follicular  conjunctivitis  3 
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Interstitial  keratitis  .  1 

Macula  .  .  .  1 

Ear. 

Chronic  otitis  media  .  12 

Chest. 

Pigeon  breast  .  .11 

Funnel  breast  .  .6 

Barrel  breast  .  .  5 

Spine. 

Lordosis  .  .  .  1 

Scoliosis  ...  3 


Extremities. 

Flat  foot  ...  4 

Knock  knee  .  .  1 

Bow  legs  ...  6 

Genitalia. 

Phimosis  .  .  .18 

Undescended  testicle  .  5 

Balanitic  hypospadia  .  1 

Torticollis  .  .  .  1 

Scabies  .  .  .  .  1 

Eczema  .  .  .  .  1 

Onychia  gryposis  .  .  1 

Cervical  adenitis  .  .  1 


Visiting  Physicians.  —  Dr.  H.  B.  Stevens,  Dr.  W.  W. 
Howell,  Dr.  A.  M.  Worthington,  Dr.  E.  N.  Libby. 
Ophthalmologist.  —  Dr.  J.  H.  Tenney. 

Dermatologist.  —  Dr.  C.  Morton  Smith. 

Aurist.  —  Dr.  H.  B.  Stevens. 

Consulting  Surgeon.  —  Dr.  J.  S.  Stone. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

Walter  C.  Kenney, 

House  Officer. 

Parental  School,  W.  Roxbury,  Feb.  1, 1903. 


DENTAL  REPORT. 


Boston,  February  1,  1903. 

Mr.  D.  P.  Dame,  Supt.  Parental  School:  — 

In  the  examination  of  the  boys  who  come  to  us  for 
treatment  we  are  impressed  more  than  ever  before  of  the 
lack  of  education  by  the  masses  about  the  proper  care  of  the 
teeth. 

Rarely  do  we  find  a  boy  entering  the  School  who  has  given 
any  attention  or  thought  to  the  oral  cavity  from  a  hygieniq 
point  of  view.  We  do  not  now  think  of  a  single  case  in  the 
last  two  years. 

The  meagre  knowledge  of  the  subject  is  nearly  always 
given  in  the  description  of  one  time  being  relieved  of  an 
aching  member.  Our  work  at  first  is  greeted  with  suspi- 
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cion ;  soon,  however,  when  they  have  time  to  consider,  nearly 
all  are  much  pleased,  and  an  occasional  “  thank  you  ”  is 
heard. 

The  following  operations  have  been  performed :  — 


Amalgam  fillings  .  .  85 

Cement  fillings  .  .  21 

Gutta-percha  fillings  .  48 

Teeth  extracted  .  .  528 


Alveola  abscess 

.  33 

Pericementilis 

6 

Cleansed 

.  233 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Evan  P.  Wentworth,  D.M.D. 
E.  Almon  Leonard,  D.M.D. 


OPHTHALMOLOGISTS'  REPORT. 


Boston,  February  24,  1903. 
Mr.  D.  P.  Dame,  Supt.  Parental  School:  — 

Dear  Sir,  —  I  have  found  in  the  Parental  School  the 
following  cases  of  eye  trouble  during  the  past  year :  — 


Hypermetropia  ......  2 

Myopia  .......  1 

Hypermetropic  Astigmatism  .  .  .  .20 

Myopic  Astigmatism  .....  6 

Mixed  Astigmatism  .....  2 

Corneal  Ulcer  .  ....  2 

Hyperaesthesia  of  the  Retina  ...  4 

Follicular  Conjunctivitis  ....  4 

Epiphora  from  bent  Septum  .  ...  1 

Total  .......  42 


Spectacles  have  been  furnished  for  all  of  the  cases  of 
ametropia,  and  the  cases  of  eye  disease  have  been  treated. 
The  case  of  epiphora  has  been  referred  to  a  specialist  treating 
the  nose  and  throat. 

I  wish  to  express  my  gratitude  to  the  Superintendent  and 
his  assistants  for  their  courtesy  and  efficient  help,  which  has 
made  the  work  an  unalloyed  pleasure. 


John  A.  Tenney. 
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PLACING-OUT  AND  OFFICE  DIVISION. 
Report  of  Trustees. 

The  placing  of  the  dependent  and  neglected  children  who 
become  city  charges  in  good  homes,  where  they  are  well- 
cared  for  in  sickness  and  in  health,  trained  in  the  homely 
duties  of  a  simple  but  well-ordered  family,  with  the 
school  and  church  advantages  of  the  town  or  village  in 
which  they  are  placed,  obviously  shows  to  such  advantage 
over  the  old  institution  methods  of  caring  for  children  that 
little  comment  is  needed  here  as  to  the  particular  merits  of 
the  placing-out  system. 

The  method  of  so  placing  the  children  requires  thoughtful 
care  in  the  selection  of  the  right  home  for  the  child,  thor¬ 
ough  investigation  of  the  homes  that  offer  before  placing 
children  in  them,  and  a  friendly  and  watchful  visitation  over 
each  child  in  his  home.  These  principles  are  strictly  adhered 
to  by  our  General  Agent,  whose  painstaking  efforts  on  behalf 
of  the  children  are  continuous  and  untiring. 

The  number  of  dependent  and  neglected  children  in 
charge  of  the  department  at  the  close  of  the  year  is  five  less 
than  were  in  charge  at  the  close  of  the  previous  year,  and 
the  number  admitted  only  eighteen  in  excess  of  the  record 
for  1901.  Of  the  155  admitted  to  this  Division  during  the 
year,  only  about  15  percent  were  received  as  neglected 
children. 

By  far  the  largest  number  of  homes  receive  only  one 
child.  In  many  cases  where  more  are  received  the  children 
are  either  related,  or  have  been  placed  for  special  care  or 
training.  Nineteen  percent  of  the  children  have  been  found 
to  be  so  defective,  either  physically  or  mentally,  as  to  neces¬ 
sitate  their  being  placed  in  the  hospitals  and  institutions  that 
can  afford  the  special  treatment  and  training  they  require. 
The  greatest  number  of  these  are  in  the  Massachusetts 
School  for  Feeble-Minded,  for  whom  the  sum  of  112,179.59 
has  been  paid  for  board. 
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One  hundred  and  sixty  children  have  been  discharged 
from  among  the  dependent  and  neglected  children  in  care  of 
the  Department  during  the  year  as  against  143  discharged 
during  the  previous  year.  The  reasons  for  discharge  are 
obvious.  Many  have  been  returned  to  parents  or  relatives 
who  sought  temporary  relief  from  the  care  and  support  of 
their  children.  Others,  having  arrived  at  an  age  when  they 
could  be  self-supporting,  ceased  to  require  the  city’s  pro¬ 
tection  ;  7  were  either  adopted  by  their  foster-parents  or 
released  to  a  legal  guardian,  and  out  of  the  whole  number 
only  sixteen  deaths  have  occurred. 

Since  May  1,  1902,  the  purchasing  of  supplies  for  the 
three  divisions  of  the  Children’s  Institutions  Department, 
viz. :  —  the  House  of  Reformation,  the  Parental  School,  and 
the  Placing-Out  and  Office  Division,  has  been  put  into  the 
hands  of  the  Superintendents  of  the  two  Institutions  and  the 
General  Agent  of  the  Placing-Out  and  Office  Division.  This 
change  has  not  proved  detrimental  to  the  work  of  the 
Department,  and  notwithstanding  the  high  price  of  food  and 
fuel  that  has  prevailed  during  the  past  year,  our  Superin¬ 
tendents  and  General  Agent  have,  with  the  exercise  of  care 
and  proper  economy,  managed  to  keep  within  the  limits  of 
our  appropriation  in  providing  maintenance  for  the  children. 

The  Trustees  have  to  record  the  resignation  of  Miss  Gray, 
who  filled  the  position  of  visitor  and  trained  nurse  in  the 
Placing-Out  and  Office  Division. 


REPORT  OF  THE  GENERAL  AGENT  FOR  THE 
PLACING-OUT  AND  OFFICE  DIVISION. 


To  the  Trustees  for  Children  of  the  City  of  Boston :  — 

The  annual  report  of  the  transactions  of  this  Division  for 
the  year  ending  January  31,  1903,  is  herewith  presented. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  there  are  855  children  of  the 
dependent  and  neglected  class  in  care  of  the  Department. 
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A  very  careful  supervision  is  maintained  over  all  children 
after  they  are  placed  in  families.  The  rules  in  reference  to 
visitation  require  that  every  child  supported  by  the  city  or 
who  has  been  placed  in  the  temporary  charge  of  any  person 
by  authority  shall  be  visited  by  an  agent  of  the  Department 
for  the  purpose  of  inquiring  into  his  general  condition  and 
associations,  making  sure  that  he  is  kindly  treated,  that  he 
attends  school  and  is  sent  to  church  and  Sunday  school,  is 
given  proper  moral  training,  and  that  all  other  conditions 
under  which  he  was  placed  are  complied  with  ;  also,  that  all 
contracts  made  in  his  behalf  have  been  duly  observed.  A 
total  of  3,896  visits  have  been  made  to  placed-out  children 
and  their  condition  and  deportment  recorded.  Those  at  board 
are  visited  every  six  weeks,  and  those  in  free  homes  every 
three  months.  Infants  and  delicate  children  are  visited 
monthly  by  a  trained  nurse.  The  law  requires  that  all 
children  boarded  in  families  by  the  Trustees  shall  be  visited, 
also,  at  least  once  a  year  by  an  agent  of  the  State  Board 
of  Charity. 

The  Trustees  in  order  to  know  the  condition  and  situation 
of  children  who  have  been  placed  in  families  have,  in  com¬ 
pany  with  the  agents,  visited  some  85  children  located 
throughout  the  state. 

By  personal  acquaintance,  regular  visits  and  correspond¬ 
ence,  the  Department  is  kept  constantly  informed  of  their 
condition. 

We  owe  much  to  our  local  visitors  who  are  assigned  to 
the  counties  where  they  reside  and  whose  necessary  travel¬ 
ling  expenses  only  are  paid.  They  render  valuable  assist¬ 
ance,  and  between  the  visits  of  the  regular  agents  keep  the 
Department  informed  on  matters  of  importance  relative  to 
our  wards.  They  often  settle  difficulties  which  would 
otherwise  require  the  presence  of  a  regular  visitor,  and 
therefore  save  time  and  expense. 

SCHOOLING. 

Children  are  sent  regularly  to  school,  unless  mentally  or 
physically  unfit,  until  they  arrive  at  the  age  of  fourteen 
years,  as  the  law  requires,  and  reports  of  their  attendance 
signed  by  the  teacher  of  the  school  are  sent  to  the  Depart¬ 
ment  at  the  close  of  each  school  term  on  blanks  provided  for 
the  purpose  by  the  Trustees.  These  reports  show  that  the 
children  are  attending  regularly  and  that  they  are  doing 
fully  as  well  as  the  average  children  in  their  studies.  Chil¬ 
dren  over  school  age  are  expected  to  attend  school  during 
the  winter  season,  when  convenient.  Nine  of  our  charges 
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are  at  present  attending  academies,  convents,  or  high  schools  ; 
one  is  a  sophomore  at  a  leading  college. 

The  law  provides  for  the  tuition  in  the  public  schools 
in  any  city  or  town,  of  a  child  between  the  ages  of  live  and 
fifteen  years  who  shall  be  placed  elsewhere  than  in  his  own 
home  by  the  Trustees  for  Children  of  the  City  of  Boston. 
An  appropriation  of  fifty  cents  is  paid  for  each  week  of  five 
days  or  major  part  thereof,  of  attendance  of  every  such  child 
in  the  public  schools.  The  transportation  of  the  children 
to  and  from  a  public  school  is  also  payable  by  the  City  of 
Boston.  Settlements  of  the  accounts  of  the  several  cities 
and  towns  with  the  City  of  Boston  are  made  annually  on  the 
first  day  of  April,  and  the  amounts  found  due  are  required  to 
be  paid  within  three  months. 

Under  the  provisions  of  this  law  all  bills  for  tuition  and 
transportation  are  audited  by  the  Trustees  and  paid  by  the 
School  Board  of  the  City  of  Boston,  the  amount  paid  for  the 
year  ending  April,  1902,  being  $5,209.43. 

PLACING-OUT. 

In  the  work  of  finding  free  and  boarding  homes  for  chil¬ 
dren  the  applicants  are  carefully  investigated :  clergymen, 
postmasters,  and  selectmen  are  corresponded  with  confiden¬ 
tially,  and  asked  about  the  suitability  of  the  home  for  the 
child.  Inquiry  is  directed  as  to  the  habits  and  standing  of 
the  applicant  and  the  influences  by  which  the  child  would  be 
surrounded,  and  towards  all  points  of  character  or  circum¬ 
stances  which  might  affect  the  well-being  of  the  child.  If 
the  reports  are  favorable,  before  final  approval,  the  family  is 
visited  by  an  agent  from  the  central  office. 

Children  are  boarded  in  families  until  the  age  of  twelve 
years  unless  sooner  adopted  or  taken  free,  except  in  cases  of 
physical  defects  or  disability  which  require  temporary  pro¬ 
vision  in  a  hospital,  institution,  or  one  of  the  temporary 
boarding  homes,  until  improvement  or  recovery  will  permit 
of  transfer  to  a  private  family.  Not  more  than  two  children 
are  boarded  in  the  same  family  unless  brothers  and  sisters, 
and  then  not  exceeding  four  in  number. 

There  is  no  lack  of  good  boarding  places,  and  there  is 
always  a  large  number  of  applications  on  file  from  persons 
wishing  to  be  supplied.  It  is  the  rule  to  place  children  in 
families  of  the  same  religious  faith  as  their  parents.  We  are 
indebted  to  the  clergymen  of  the  different  denominations 
whose  kindly  co-operation  has  greatly  assisted  us  and  who 
have  faithfully  attended  to  the  spiritual  welfare  of  those  of 
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their  respective  faiths.  The  average  number  at  board  in 
families  during  the  year  was  884 ;  at  the  close  of  the 
year,  393. 

We  have  no  difficulty  in  finding  free  homes  for  boys  and 
girls  from  ten  to  twelve  years  of  age  who  are  old  enough  to 
be  of  assistance. 

physician’s  examination. 

Each  child  when  received  at  the  central  office  is  carefullv 
examined  by  the  medical  officer  of  the  Department.  He  is 
then  bathed  and  furnished  with  a  new  suit  of  clothing.  If 
he  is  in  good  health  he  is  placed  directly  in  a  family,  either 
at  board  or  on  indenture.  If  he  requires  treatment  at  a 
hospital  he  is  placed  in  one  adapted  to  his  condition. 

Special  pains  are  taken  to  find  homes  for  defective,  crip¬ 
pled,  or  deformed  children  not  requiring  hospital  treatment, 
by  offering  an  extra  compensation  to  families  to  care  for 
them  until  they  are  able  to  pay  their  own  way.  The 
effects  of  free  surroundings  and  country  life  on  these  unfor¬ 
tunates  is  wonderful,  and  many  of  them  in  time  become  self- 
supporting. 

Surgical  appliances  are  supplied  when  needed  for  rup¬ 
tures,  broken  bones,  club  feet,  etc. 

HEALTH. 

There  have  been  16  deaths  during  the  year  among  the 
dependent  and  neglected  children :  6  were  under  three  years 
of  age  and  10  over  that  age;  7  were  diseased  when  admitted 
to  the  Department ;  9  died  in  hospitals  where  they  were  sent 
direct  from  the  office  when  received.  The  general  good 
health  of  the  children  in  families  is  due  in  a  great  measure 
to  the  excellent  sanitary  conditions  of  the  homes  selected 
and  the  close  observance  of  regular  habits.  That  our  mor¬ 
tality  is  low  is  shown  by  the  number  of  children  we  had 
under  our  care  during  the  year  and  the  number  of  deaths 
we  had  during  the  same  period.  When  a  child  is  ill  the 
Department  is  promptly  notified.  If  the  illness  is  serious 
and  of  a  nature  requiring  immediate  attention  the  family  is 
privileged  to  employ  a  physician.  145  children  requiring 
special  medical  care  were  brought  from  their  country  homes 
to  the  city  for  treatment. 

investigations. 

No  child  is  admitted  to  the  department,  discharged  by  the 
Trustees,  or  placed  in  any  free  or  boarding  home  without  a 
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personal  visit  to  the  home  of  his  parents  and  the  home  in 
the  country  which  has  been  selected  for  him,  except  those 
sentenced  by  the  courts  as  truants  and  held  for  the  full  term 
of  their  sentence.  During  the  year  297  investigations  were 
made  upon  applications  for  the  release  of  children  to  parents 
or  others  from  the  institutions,  or  for  those  under  care  in 
families;  18  for  return  from  probation,  and  171  of  free  and 
boarding  homes.  In  addition  there  were  892  applications 
for  admission  of  dependents.  These  were  not  all  admitted, 
other  means  of  assistance  having  been  found  to  prevent 
them  from  becoming  public  charges.  Those  not  received 
were  sent  to  private  societies  or  hospitals,  or  relatives  or 
friends  were  found  to  care  for  them.  Occasionally  we  find 
the  income  of  the  family  is  sufficient  to  support  the  child. 

CONCLUSION. 

Statistical  information  concerning  the  dependent  and 
neglected  children  may  be  found  in  the  Appendix  (pp. 
56-68). 

There  is  a  variety  as  well  as  a  large  amount  of  miscella¬ 
neous  work  to  be  done  for  the  children,  all  of  which  is 
important  and  requires  much  time  and  attention. 

Suits  of  clothing  to  the  number  of  295  were  sent  out  dur¬ 
ing  the  year;  1,201  pairs  of  boots,  1,020  pairs  of  rubbers, 
and  12,447  other  pieces,  making  a  total  of  14,963.  Much  of 
the  clothing  is  bought  in  quantity  at  wholesale  prices  and 
given  out  on  requisitions. 

There  are  many  persons  interested  in  our  wards,  and 
gladly  are  time  and  attention  given  to  those  who,  having 
business  with  the  department,  call  at  the  office  for  infor¬ 
mation. 

It  is  interesting  to  know  the  good  results  of  the  work. 
Quite  a  number  of  boys  and  girls,  former  wards,  have  homes 
of  their  own,  and  are  filling  positions  of  trust  and  responsi¬ 
bility.  Several  are  graduates  of  colleges  and  academies. 

W e  have  procured  employment  for  a  ‘  number  of  young 
men  and  women  formerly  in  our  care,  and,  at  their  own 
request,  have  returned  several  to  their  country  homes  who 
came  to  the  city  in  search  of  work  and  were  not  successful. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

John  E.  McCarthy, 

General  Agent. 
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This  Report  of  the  Trustees  for  Children,  including 
reports  of  officers  of  the  Department,  is  respectfully  sub¬ 
mitted. 

CHARLES  P.  PUTNAM,  Chairman. 
JOHN  O’HARE. 

HELEN  CHEEVER. 

ANNIE  G.  MURRAY. 

LEE  M.  FRIEDMAN. 

HASKET  DERBY. 

ELLEN  H.  BAILEY,  Secretary . 
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APPENDIX. 


GENERAL  AND  FINANCIAL  STATISTICS. 


TABLE  NO.  1. 

Comparisons  of  Admissions ,  including  Court  Commitments ,  for  the 

past  Eight  Years. 


Dependent. 

Neglected. 

Truants. 

Juvenile 

Offenders. 

Total. 

1895 . 

232 

24 

140 

93 

489 

1896 . 

275 

29 

167 

75 

546 

1897 . 

259 

28 

167 

93 

547 

1898 . 

187 

37 

189 

126 

539 

1899 . 

108 

30 

189 

113 

440 

1900 . 

171 

23 

171 

107 

472 

1901 . 

112 

25 

204 

89 

430 

1902 . 

131 

24 

242 

104 

501 

(29) 
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TABLE  NO.  1A. 

Total  in  Charge  by  Classes  and  Present  Placing  at  the  end  of  Years  1899,  1900,  1901,  and  1902. 
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TABLE  NO.  1  B. 

Dependent  and  Neglected  Children  in  Charge  at  end  of  Year  1902. 


Dependent. 

Neglected. 

Total. 

Boarding . 

310 

81 

391 

Indentured  . 

198 

110 

308 

Other  Institutions . 

143 

13 

156 

Totals . 

651 

204 

855 

TABLE  NO.  2. 

Average  Number  of  Children  in  Care  of  the  Department. 

Average  number  of  Dependent  and  Neglected  Children 

in  Free  Homes  ..  .  .  .  .  .  .  316 

Average  number  of  Dependent  and  Neglected  Children 

boarding  ........  381 

Average  number  of  Dependent  and  Neglected  Children 

in  institutions  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  151 

Average  number  of  Juvenile  Offenders  in  House  of 

Reformation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  121 

Average  number  of  Juvenile  Offenders  on  Probation 

from  House  of  Reformation  .  .  .  .  .  218 

Average  number  of  Truants  in  Parental  School  .  .  228 

Average  number  of  Truants  on  Probation  from  the 

Parental  School  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  14 


Total  average  in  care  of  the  Department  .  .  1,429 


TABLE  NO.  2  A. 


Total  and  Average  Cost  of  the  Three  Divisions. 


Placing-Out  and  Office  Division  . 
Parental  School  . 

House  of  Reformation 


$88,703  60 
46,008  40 
37,434  70 


Total 


.  $172,146  70 


Income  from  the  three  Divisions,  (bills  and  cash 

forwarded  to  the  City  Collector,)  .  .  2,753  98 


.  $169,392  72 


Total  net  cost  . 
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Average  per  capita  expense  of  total  number  of 

children  under  our  care  for  the  year  .  .  $118  61 

Average  per  capita  expense  of  total  number  of 


children  under  our  care,  per  week  .  .  2  27 


Marcella- street  Home. 

Salaries  of  Care-taker  and  special  watchman  .  .  $617  50 

Repairs  on  fence,  etc.,  during  year  .  .  .  292  95 

Fuel  and  Furnishings  .  .  .  .  .  .  58  15 

I  - 

Total  expense  of  protecting  and  keeping  in  order,  $968  60 


Expended  from  Loan  Appropriations. 

House  of  Reformation ,  Permanent  Improvement. 

Expended  during  the  year  for  improvements  .  .  $1,276  21 

Parental  School ,  Land  and  Buildings. 

Payments  for  work  on  account  contracts  for  build¬ 
ing  three  new  cottages,  grading,  heating,  con¬ 
duits,  etc.  .......  $57,497  45 

There  is  an  estimated  balance  due  on  these  con¬ 
tracts,  to  be  paid  as  the  work  is  finished, 
amounting  to  .  .  .  $55,032  18 

Parental  School ,  Conduits  for  Electric  Wires. 

Part  payment  made  on  a  contract  for  $1,036.85  .  $800  00 

Parental  School ,  new  Boiler. 

Part  payment  on  making  of  foundations  for  two 

boilers,  and  setting  one  ....  $900  00 

Balance  due  on  account  of  the  work  on 

foundations  and  setting  .  .  $1,038  00 

Due  for  boiler,  as  per  contract  .  .  1,082  00 


TABLE  NO.  2  B. 

Office  Expenses. 

Salaries . $11,364  95 

Furniture  and  library  supplies  .  .  .  .  142  78 

Printing . .  465  08 

Stationery . 165  32 

Postage .  46241 

Repairs  and  office  expenses  .  .  .  .  109  27 

Telephone .  19153 


Total ,  carried  forward 


$12,901  34 
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Total ,  brought  forward  ....  $12,901  34 

Printing  done  for  this  Division  by  the  House  of 

Reformation,  not  paid  for  .  .  .  .  125  25 


Total . $13,026  59 

Of  this  amount  it  has  been  roughly  estimated  that  $11,026.59 
has  been  expended  on  the  work  of  the  Placing-out  and  Office 
Division,  and  the  remaining  $2,000.00  on  work  for  the  House  of 
Reformation,  the  Parental  School,  and  on  probationers  from  these 
institutions. 


TABLE  NO.  2  C. 

Placing- Out  Division. 

Board  of  children  ...... 

Board  of  children  at  the  Massachusetts  School  for 
the  Feeble-Minded,  Hospital  for  Epileptics, 
State  Sanatorium,  Almshouse,  etc.,  (average 
number  during  year,  103  children) 

Board  of  children  at  the  Hospital  Cottages  for 
Children,  (average  number  during  the  year,  12 
children)  ....... 

Clothing  ........ 

Expressage  on  clothing  ..... 

Medical  care  and  medical  and  surgical  supplies 

Transportation  (visitation  travelling  expenses) 

Entertainment  of  children  ..... 

Burials  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 

Legal  expenses,  (adoption  of  children,  etc.,) 

I 

Total  ....... 

Shoes  received  from  House  of  Reformation,  not 
paid  for  ....... 

Clothing  received  from  House  of  Reformation,  not 
paid  for  ....... 

Difference  in  amount  of  clothing  on  hand,  Feb.  1, 
1903  and  February  1,  1902  .  .  .  . 

Total  ....... 

Clothing  sent  House  of  Reformation  .  $27  00 

Clothing  sent  Parental  School  .  .  45  00 

Clothing  furnished  House  of  Reforma¬ 
tion  boys  out  on  probation  .  .  105  42 

Cash  received  from  parents,  towns,  etc., 

account  board  of  children  .  .  109  00 


$43,953  72 


16,435  98 


2,094  69 
5,291  59 
455  41 

2.111  85 

5.111  23 
172  44 

61  50 
113  85 


$75,802  26 


557  85 
8  44 
162  90 


$76,531  45 


Total  income  ......  *  286  42 


Net  total  .......  $76,245  03 


*  Of  this  income,  $181.00  has  been  sent  to  the  City  Collector. 
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TABLE  NO.  2D. 

Expenditures  of  Placing-Out  Division  .  .  .  $76,245  03 

Estimated  proportion  of  office  expenses  expended 

on  this  Division  ......  11,026  59 


Total . $87,271  62 

Cost  of  board  of  children  at  Massachu¬ 
setts  School  for  the  Feeble-minded, 
and  other  institutions  .  .  .  $16,435  98 

Cost  of  board  of  children  at  the  Hos¬ 
pital  Cottages  for  Children  .  .  2,094  69 

-  $18,530  67 


Net  expenditures  for  children  in  homes  (free 

and  boarding)  ......  $68,740  95 


TABLE  NO.  2  E. 

Of  the  total  number  of  children  placed-out  in  families  the 
average  number  boarded  during  the  year  was  381. 

The  average  number  of  children  on  indenture  in  free  homes 
during  the  year  was  316,  for  whom  the  only  expense  was  a  propor¬ 
tion  of  the  transportation,  of  the  visitation,  of  office  expenses, 
clothing,  and  a  few  other  small  items. 

The  average  number  of  children  in  country  homes  (both  free 
homes  and  boarding  homes)  was  697. 

The  cost  of  board  for  the  whole  number  was 
The  cost  of  transportation  for  the  whole  number 
was  ........ 

The  cost  of  clothing  for  the  whole  number  was  . 

'The  cost  of  medical  care  for  the  whole  number  was 


Total 


Per  capita  expense  of  children  placed  in  families, 
including  these  items  ..... 

*  Average  Cost ,  including  Office  Expenses. 

'Total  expense  of  children  placed  in  families  .  .  $68,740  95 

Per  capita  total  expense  of  children  in  families  .  98  62 


$43,953  72* 

5.111  23 
5,291  59 

2.111  85 


$56,468  39 


$81  02 


*  Of  the  average  number  boarded  during  the  year  (381), — 

The  average  cost  of  board  per  capita  was  ....  $115  36 
The  average  cost  of  clothing  per  capita  was  (estimated)  .  12  73 

The  average  cost  of  medical  care  per  capita  was  (estimated),  5  55 


Total . $133  64 


This  does  not  include  a  proportion  of  the  office  expenses  or  cost  of  transpor¬ 
tation. 
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TABLE  NO.  2  F. 


Expenses  for  House  of  Reformation. 

Salaries. 


Superintendent 

$2,000 

00 

Officers  and  Matrons 

10,591 

51 

Teachers  .... 

2,915 

00 

Food  and  ice  ... 

8,043 

93 

Clothing  ..... 

1,681 

41 

Bedding,  furniture  and  utensils 

1,361 

52 

Fuel  and  light  .... 

1,496 

77 

Medical  supplies  and  care 

279 

18 

Library  and  School  supplies 

387 

59 

Laundry  supplies  and  laundry 

924 

89 

Repairs  and  improvements  . 

1,394 

79 

Agricultural  supplies  . 

1,680 

39 

Printing,  stationery  and  postage  . 

129 

82 

Sundries  (including  entertainments 

for 

inmates, 

transportation,  freight,  insurance, 

and  tele- 

phone)  .... 

• 

•  • 

226 

92 

Industries,  (Shoemaking  and  Printing 

,) 

•  • 

4,320 

98 

$37,434 

70 

Cost  of  laundry,  done  by  Parental  School 

and 

not 

paid  .  .  . 

• 

• 

1,105 

81 

Total  cost  .... 

• 

• 

$38,540 

51 

Amount  of  work  done  at  the  Printing 

office  ...... 

$506 

00 

Amount  of  work  done  at  the  Shoe-shop, 

2,667 

70 

Cash  from  sale  of  live  stock,  etc. 

206 

10 

Clothing  sent  to  Placing-Out  Division  . 

8 

44 

*  3,388 

24 

$35,152 

27 

Estimated  proportion  of  office  expenses 

• 

• 

300 

00 

Total  net  cost  .... 

• 

• 

$35,452 

27 

Per  capita  expense  of  an  average  of  121  boys  per 

year  ........  $292  99 

Per  capita  expense  of  an  average  of  121  boys  per 

week'  .  .  .  .  k  5  62 


*  Income  from  House  of  Reformation.  (Of  this  income  $1,695  has  been  sent  to 
the  City  Collector.) 
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Shoes  made  by  the  Shoe-shop  for  boys  at 

the  Institution  ....  $899  75 

Printing  done  by  the  Printing  Office  for 

the  Institution  ....  225  75 


Making  an  additional  income  from  Indus- 
tries,  of  .... 


,125  50 


TABLE  NO.  2  G. 

Expenses  for  Parental  School. 

Salaries  :  Superintendent  ..... 

“  Officers  and  Matrons  .... 

“  Teachers  ...... 

Food  and  ice  ....... 

Clothing  ........ 

Bedding,  furniture  and  utensils  .... 

Fuel  and  lights  ....... 

Medical  care  and  supplies  ..... 

Library  and  School  supplies  ..... 

Laundry  work  and  supplies  ..... 

Repairs  and  improvements  ..... 

Agricultural  supplies  ...... 

Printing,  stationery  and  postage  .  .  .  . 

Entertainment  of  inmates,  transportation,  freight 
and  telephone  ...... 


Amount  due  the  House  of  Reformation  for  shoes  . 
Due  House  of  Reformation  for  printing 
Estimated  proportion  of  office  expenses 


Laundry  work  done  for  House  of  Refor¬ 
mation  ......  $1,693  54 

Cash  received  for  live-stock,  junk,  etc.  .  124  75 

Cash  received  from  teachers,  account 

board  .  .  .  .  .  .  165  50 


$2,000 

00 

11,802 

97 

8,139 

52 

8,792 

97 

2,848 

86 

1,841 

93 

4,541 

58 

430 

41 

718 

17 

442 

18 

1,852 

17 

1,702 

15 

405 

81 

489 

68 

$46,008 

40 

936 

95 

64 

75 

400 

00 

$47,410  10 


Total  income  ......  *  1,983  79 


$45,426  31 

Per  capita  expense  of  an  average  of  228  boys  .  $199  24 

Per  capita  expense  of  an  average  of  228  boys,  per 

week  ........  3  82 


Laundry  work  was  done  for  the  officers  and  inmates  of  the 
Parental  School,  making  an  additional  income  from  the  laundry 
to  the  amount  of  $2,622.17. 


*  Of  this  income  $ 877.98  has  been  sent  to  the  City  Collector 
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TABLE  NO.  3. 

Inventory ,  and  Appraisal  of  Real  and  Personal  Estate , 

January  31,  1903 . 


Parental  School,  West  Roxbury. 


IjRiid  •  «  •  »  * 

• 

• 

$50,000 

00 

Buildings  .... 

# 

• 

100,000 

00 

Buildings  (not  completed) 

• 

• 

75,000 

00 

Furniture  and  household  goods 

• 

• 

2,500 

00 

Clothing,  bedding  and  dry  goods 

« 

• 

2,500 

00 

Provisions  and  groceries 

• 

• 

450 

00 

Soap  and  laundry  equipment  and  supplies 

800 

00 

Medical  and  surgical  supplies 

• 

• 

150 

00 

Stationery  and  books  (office) 

« 

• 

50 

00 

School  equipment  and  supplies 

• 

• 

1,280 

00 

Sloyd  equipment  and  supplies 

• 

• 

600 

00 

Engineering  department,  tools  and  supplies 

250 

00 

Agricultural  department,  stock, 

wagons,  and  sup- 

plies  .... 

1,100 

00 

Farm  products 

50 

00 

Oils  ..... 

15 

00 

Coal  ..... 

400 

00 

Wood . 

30 

00 

Ice  ..... 

00 

Fire  equipment  . 

150 

00 

Total 

• 

♦ 

«  * 

$235,325 

00 

zs 
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House  of  Reformation,  Rainsford  Island. 


Land 
Buildings 


$20,000  00 

43,000  00 


$63,000  00 

Mechanical  fixtures 

145  50 

Furniture  and  household  goods  . 

1,500  00 

Chapel  furnishings 

690  00 

Clothing,  bedding  and  dry  goods 

1,700  00 

Provisions  and  groceries 

272  00 

Soap  and  laundry  supplies  . 

63  75 

Medical  and  surgical  supplies 

50  00 

Stationery  and  books  . 

57  60 

School  equipment  . 

1,075  00 

Sloyd,  equipment  and  supplies 

609  02 

Engineering  department,  equipment  and  supplies  . 

164  14 

Printing  department,  equipment  and  supplies 

2,380  00 

Shoemaking  department,  equipment  and  supplies  , 

5,942  13 

Agricultural  department,  equipment  and  supplies  . 

1,450  35 

Carpenter  shop,  equipment  and  supplies 

104  50 

Blacksmith  shop,  equipment 

20  00 

Life-boat  equipment  . 

100  00 

Fire  equipment  .... 

239  50 

Farm  products  .... 

79  75 

Coal  ...... 

2,280  00 

Oil  ..... 

35  00 

Ice  ...... 

370  00 

Total  ..... 

0 

9  9 

*82,328  24 

Marcella— Street  Home. 


Land  . 
Buildings 


Total 


$135,300  00 
75,000  00 

$210,300  00 


Office  of  the  Trustees  and  Placing— Out  Division. 


Furniture,  etc. 

Stationery  and  office  supplies 
Clothing  and  dry  goods 


$1,220  13 
275  00 
1,466  51 


Total 


$2,961  64 
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Salaries. 


House  op  Reformation,  February  1,  1903. 


Name. 

Sumner  D.  Seavey  .  . 
Walter  J.  Phelan  — 
Charles  A.  Rabethge 

Wilbur  P.  Snow . 

Alfred  L.  Leighton.  . 
George  F.  Clark 
Russell  R.  Walton  — 
Urban  A.  Wallace... 
Hiram  W.  Mellish  — 
Lemuel  H.  Needham 
Charles  McQueeney . 
Kate  Leeds  Eddy  . . . 

Martha  F.  Titus . 

Ellen  F.  Farrell . 

Ernest  L.  Seavey.  — 

Kelson  A.  Lane . 

Clarence  J.  Barker.. 
Frank  C.  Brosious . .  • 

Hugh  Keenan . 

George  W.  Bishop... 

Walter  S.  Dacey . 

Mary  E.  Seavey . 

Amanda  M.  Tufts.  ... 
Annie  E.  McAleese. . 
Josephine  McKim  . . . 
Georgiana  Leighton. 

Esther  Fennell . 

Kate  Kennealy . 

Nellie  M.  Weston... 
Bernard  Downey. . . . 

Charles  West . 

Adelaide  Donahue... 


Office.  Per  annum. 

- Superintendent  . »» . .$2,000  00 

- Principal  of  Schools .  1,000  00 

. . . .  Physician,  and  Athletic  Instruct  900  00 

- Engineer . . . .......  720  00 

- Deputy-Superintendent  ...» -  600  00 

- Instructor  of  Printing - ......  600  00 

- Instructor  of  Shoemaking .  600  00 

- Sloyd  Teacher . . .  600  00 

- Carpenter  . . . .  ...»  ......  600  00 

- Assistant  Engineer . 540  00 

- Watchman  and  Farmer. ........  480  00 

- Teacher . 420  00 

- Teacher . 420  00 

- Teacher .  420  00 

- Cottage  Master. . ...» .  360  00 

....Officer .  360  00 

- Supervisor .  360  00 

- Supervisor . 360  00 

- Supervisor .  360  00 

—  Supervisor . . 360  00 

- Supervisor . 360  00 

- Matron . 800  00 

- Matron  . . 800  00 

- Matron .  300  00 

- Matron . 300  00 

- Seamstress . . .  800  00 

....Cook .  800  00 

- Cook . 800  00 

—  Cook  and  Housekeeper .  800  00 

- Fireman . 300  00 

- Fireman . 240  00 

- Organist . 150  00 


Parental  School,  February  1,  1903. 


Name . 


Office. 


Dana  P.  Dame . 

Kate  E.  Coney . 

E.  D.  Halstead . 

Elizabeth  Moody. . . . 

Isabel  Mulkern . 

Emma  M.  Gardner.  . 

Amy  N.  Cottle . 

Alice  E.  Bentley  .  * .  • 
Mary  C.  Maynadier . 
Charles  M.  Tibbetts. 

Mrs.  A.  Lynch . 

Isabel  R.  Gardner  .  . 

H.  J.  Wallace . 

John  C.  Lounsberry 
Frank  U.  Wetmore  . 

R.  R.  Horton . 

Arthur  W.  C.  Hulbig. 
Ida  G.  Thompson  . . . 
Warren  B.  Howland 


Superintendent  . . 

Sloyd  Teacher  . . 

Laundry  Foreman . . 

Teacher . 

Teacher . 

Teacher . . . . . 

Teacher . 

Teacher . 

Teacher . . . . . . . 

Engineer . 

Teacher . 

Teacher . 

Master,  Cottage  III. ....... 

Master,  Cottage  I  . . 

Master,  Cottage  II . 

Master,  Cottage  III  . 

Farmer  and  Relief  Master 

Teacher . 

Engineer . 


Per  annum. 

.$2,000  00 

.  996  00 

.  900  00 

.  888  00 

.  888  00 

.  888  00 

.  888  00 

.  888  00 

.  792  00 

.  780  00 

.  744  00 

.  744  00 

.  720  00 

.  600  00 

.  600  00 

.  600  00 

600  00 
.  552  00 

.  540  00 
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Name . 


Office. 


Per  annum. 


William  S.  Byrne . Carpenter  . 

J.  Gordon  Mason . Relief  Master,  Relief  Farmer, 

and  Clerk . 

Lizzie  Joyce . Seamstress . 

Minnie  C.  Lounsberry  . .  •  Matron,  Cottage  I . 

Agnes  O.  Wetmore . Matron,  Cottage  II . 

Mrs.  H.  J.  Wallace  . Dining-room  Matron . 

Lucy  S.  Newton . Cook . 

Mary  S.  Gallison . Baker  . 

Charles  A.  Barker . Ass’t  Master  and  Watchman... 

Michael  J.  Casey  i . Ass’t  Master  and  Watchman... 

Rebecca  Avery . Relief  Matron . 

Clara  E.  Cleale . Laundress  . . . 

Hilda  Olsen . Laundress . . 

Margaret  Sheehan . Seamstress . 

Janet  Machon . Hospital  Matron . 

Rose  Carroll . Superintendent’s  Cook . 

Alice  Shiel . Dormitory  Matron . 

Harriet  L.  Peirson . Assistant  Matron,  Cottage  I  . . . 

Martha  E.  Mason . Assistant  Matron,  Cottage  II  . . 


480  00 

420  00 
336  00 
300  00 
300  00 
300  00 
300  00 
300  00 
300  00 
300  00 
300  00 
240  00 
240  00 
240  00 
240  00 
240  00 
240  00 
240  00 
240  00 


Placing-Out  and  Office  Division. 


Name. 


Office. 


Per  annum. 


John  E.  McCarthy . General  Agent . 

Daniel  F.  Lynch . Assistant  Agent . 

George  M.  Hosmer . Assistant  Agent . 

Ellen  C.  Dresser . Assistant  Agent . 

Mary  J.  Riley . Bookkeeper  . 

Grace  S.  Hoogs . Visitor . 

Jane  Pratt . Visitor . 

May  A.  Sherry . Stenographer . 

Mary  J.  White . Visitor . 

Lucy  MacBride . Visitor  and  nurse . 

Maurice  Berenson . Messenger  and  Interpreter 

Maria  Higgins . Seamstress . 


$1,900  00 
1,300  00 
1,300  00 
900  00 
830  00 
720  00 
650  00 
650  00 
600  00 
600  00 
469  29 
422  50 


STATISTICS  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  REFORMATION. 


Children’s  Institutions  Department. 
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TABLE  NO.  5. 

Showing  the  Number  Released  on  Probation  from  the  House  of  Reformation  during  1902 ,  and  their  Condition  at  the  end 

of  the  Year;  also  the  Number  Discharged  from  House  of  Reformation. 
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TABLE  NO.  6. 


Showing  Number  of  Boys  Committed  to  the  House  of  Reformation 
during  the  past  Year  from  each  of  the  Court  Districts  of  the  City. 


Superior  .........  4 

Central  .........  43 

Roxbury  .  •.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  191 

Charlestown  .........  7 

South  Boston  ........  9 

East  Boston  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6 

West  Roxbury  ........  1 

Dorchester  .........  4 

Chelsea  .........  3 

'  96 

Returned  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 


104 


TABLE  NO.  7. 


Showing  Nativity ,  and  Nativity  of  Father  of  Boys  Committed  to  the 
House  of  Reformation  during  the  Year  1902. 


Nativity. 

Percent. 

Nativity 
of  Father. 

Percent. 

Boston . . . . . 

56 

53.85 

12 

11.54 

Elsewhere  in  Massachu- 
setts  . 

8 

7.69 

2 

1.92 

Elsewhere  in  United 
States . 

7 

6.73 

3 

2.88 

Foreign  born . 

29 

27.88 

75 

72.12 

Unknown  . 

4 

3.85 

12 

11.54 

Total . 

104 

100.00 

104 

100.00 

Children’s  Institutions  Department. 
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TABLE  NO.  8. 

Shouting  by  Months  the  Number  Committed  to  the  House  of 
Reformation  during  the  Year  1902. 


February 

.  15 

September  . 

• 

4 

March  . 

.  7 

October 

• 

10 

April 

4 

November 

• 

6 

May 

16 

December 

• 

4 

June 

6 

January 

• 

9 

July 

.August  . 

14 

9 

Total 

• 

104 

Average  attendance 

in  Institution 

• 

.  120.8 

Largest  number  in  Institution  during  year  was  . 

• 

.  128 

Smallest  number  in 

Institution  during  year  was 

• 

.  112 

TABLE  NO.  9. 

Showing  Age  of  Boys  at  House  of  Reformation  at  Commitment  and 
at  Release  on  Probation  during  the  Year  1902. 


Age. 

Number 

Committed. 

Percent. 

Number 
Released  on 
Probation. 

Percent. 

8 . 

1 

.96 

9 . 

2 

1.92 

10 . 

2 

1.92 

11 . 

8 

7.69 

12 . 

12 

11.54 

1 

1.72 

13 . 

21 

20.19 

1 

1.72 

14 . 

24 

23.08 

8 

13.80 

15 . 

25 

24.04 

11 

18.97 

16 . 

4 

3.85 

15 

25.86 

17 . 

1 

.96 

15 

25.86 

18 . 

1 

.96 

5 

8.62 

19 . 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

2 

3.45 

Unknown . 

3 

2.89 

Totals . 

104 

100.00 

58 

100.00 

Average  age . 

13.46 

•  •  •  • 

15.98 

46 


City  Document  No.  9 


TABLE  NO.  10. 

Showing  Length  of  Time  Spent  in  House  of  Reformation  by  Boys 
Discharged  and  Released  during  the  Year  1902. 


3  months  or  less 


5 

a 

it 

6 

ti 

ti 

9 

tt 

it 

10 

a 

it 

11 

tt 

tt 

1  year . 

1  year  1  month.. 
1  year  2  months 

1  “  3  “ 

1  “  4  “ 

1  “  5  “ 

1  “  6  “ 


*38 

1 

year  7 

months . 

3 

tl 

1 

it 

8 

tt 

4 

1 

1 

it 

9 

tt 

1 

1 

1 

tt 

10 

tt 

2 

5 

1 

tt 

11 

it 

3 

3 

2 

years  . 

1 

4 

2 

a 

1  month . 

4 

4 

2 

tt 

2  months...... 

2 

5 

2 

n 

3 

tt 

2 

2 

2 

tt 

4 

u 

1 

3 

2 

it 

7 

n 

1 

3 

2 

it 

11 

tt 

1 

2 

*  Of  these  thirty-five  were  discharged  from  short  sentences. 
Of  these  two  by  order  of  Superior  Court. 

Of  these  one  transferred  to  Massachusetts  Reformatory. 


t  Transferred  to  Massachusetts  Reformatory. 


Children’s  Institutions  Department. 
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TABLE  NO.  11. 

Table  showing  for  1902  the  Average  Number  of  Inmates ,  etc. 


Average  number  of  inmates  .  .  .  .  .120.8 

Number  of  new  commitments  .  .  .  .  .96 

Number  returned  for  any  cause  .....  8 

Number  placed  on  probation  .  .  .  .  .58 

Discharged  from  short  sentences  .  .  .  .35 

Discharged  from  other  causes  .....  4 


Average  time  by  months  spent  in  the  House  of  Refor¬ 
mation  by  all  boys  released  or  discharged  .  .  11.82 

Average  time  by  months  spent  in  the  House  of  Refor¬ 
mation  by  all  boys  released  on  probation  .  .  17.51 


TABLE  NO.  12. 


Shounng  Conditions  and  Conduct  at  end  of  Year  1902  of  all  Boys 
on  Probation  outside  the  House  of  Reformation ,  subject  to  the 
Control  of  the  Trustees . 


On  Probation. 

At  home. 

On  Probation. 

On  indenture 
and  boarding. 

On  Probation. 
Working  inde¬ 
pendently. 

All  boys  on 
probation. 

Doing  well  . 

91 

24 

7 

122 

Percent. 

64.2 

Conduct  fair  , . 

40 

9 

ft 

1 

56 

24.9 

Conduct  unsatisfactory  .  .  . 

15 

3 

2 

20 

8.9 

Have  been  in  other  penal 
institutions . 

7 

•  • 

1 

8 

3.5 

Whereabouts  and  conditions 
unknown  . 

13 

6 

•  • 

19 

8.5 

Totals . 

166 

42 

17 

225 

100.0 
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TABLE  NO.  13. 

Showing  Status  of  all  Boys  under  Twenty -one  whose  Names  were 
on  the  Books  of  the  House  of  Reformation  from  May  I,  1895 ,  to 
January  31 ,  1903. 

In  the  House  of  Reformation  . .  119 

Released  from  the  House  of  Reformation,  but 

STILL  SUBJECT  TO  THE  CONTROL  OF  THE  TRUSTEES. 

At  home  (working) .  140 

At  home  (attending  school )  .  11 

Indentured  (working)  .  32 

Indentured  (attending  school) .  1 

Boarding  (working)  . 1 

Working  independently .  17 

In  penal  institutions  other  than  the  Massachusetts 

Reformatory  .  2 

In  Working  Boys’  Home .  2 

Lost  sight  of,  this  year  .  9 

Lost  sight  of,  previously .  10 

-  225 

Discharged  from  the  care  of  this  Department. 

Released  to  go  out  of  state  .  28 

In  United  States  Army .  21 

In  United  States  Navy  and  Marine  Corps .  25 

Sent  to  Massachusetts  Reformatory  this  year .  8 

Sent  to  Massachusetts  Reformatory,  former  years . .  49 

Discharged  to  parents  as  unfit  subjects  .  2 

“  to  Lyman  School  .  2 

“  to  Insane  Hospital  .  1 

“  to  School  for  Feeble  Minded .  2 

“  to  Home  for  Destitute  Catholic  Child¬ 
ren  .  1 

“  on  account  of  error  in  commitment  ...  1 

11  on  decision  of  corporation  counsel .  1 

“  on  writ  of  habeas  corpus  .  2 

Fine  cases  discharged  at  expiration  of  sentence  or 

on  payment  of  fine  this  year .  35 

Fine  cases  discharged  at  expiration  of  sentence  or 

on  payment  of  fine,  previously .  151 

Discharged  on  arriving  at  age  of  twenty-one .  61 

Died .  14 

—  404 

Names  occurring  more  than  once  on  the  Records. 

Returned  to  House  of  Reformation  this  year .  7 

Returned  to  House  of  Reformation  previously .  77 

Recommitted  to  House  of  Reformation  by  courts 

this  year . 1 

Recommitted  to  House  of  Reformation  by  courts 

previously  . 17 

—  102 


850 
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TABLE  NO.  14. 

Showing  Occupation  of  Boys  Outside  of  the  House  of  Reformation 
( subject  to  the  control  of  the  Trustees)  having  Regular  Employ¬ 
ment  at  end  of  year  1902. 


Employed  in  Trades. 

Barbers  ..... 
Blacksmiths  .... 
Bookbinder  .... 
Cabinet-maker 

Cooks  ..... 
Coopers  ..... 
Machinists  .... 
Plumber  .... 
Printers .... 

Roofer  ..... 
Tailors  ..... 
Tinsmiths  .... 
Woodturner  .... 
Upholsterers  .... 

Employed  in  Factories. 

Shoe  shops  .... 
Factories  (other  than  shoe-shops) 

Employed  in  stores  and  markets  . 

Bell-boy  ..... 
Cigar  stand  ..... 
Elevator  boys  .... 
Express  teams  .... 
Farmers  ..... 
Junk  dealer  ..... 
Hostlers  ..... 
Laborers  ..... 
Longshoreman  .... 
Messenger  boys  .... 
Office  boys  ..... 
Peddlers 

Pugilist  ..... 

Sailors  ...... 

Switchman  ..... 

Teamsters  ..... 

Telegraph  operator 

Woody  ard  ..... 


4 

3 
1 
1 
2 

4 

10 

1 

11 

1 

4 

3 

1 

3 


21 

22 

—  43 

22 

1 

2 

3 

10 

17 

1 

5 

3 
1 

6 

4 
2 
1 
3 
1 

13 

1 

3 


191 
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TABLE  NO.  IS. 


Agricultural  Products  raised  during  Year  ending  January  31 , 
1903 ,  and  List  of  Live  Stock  on  Hand. 


Milk  . 

# 

» 

• 

• 

4,464 

gallons 

Hen’s  eggs 

651 

dozen 

Duck’s  eggs 

123 

a 

Dressed  pork 

5,958 

pounds 

Dressed  chickens 

418 

u 

Dressed  ducks 

103 

t  i 

Dressed  veal 

95 

1 i 

Dressed  beef 

575 

u 

Apples 

48 

barrels 

Beans  (shell) 

3|-  bushels 

Beans  (string) 

20£ 

it 

Beet  greens 

76 

u 

Beets  . 

132 

u 

Cabbage 

628 

heads 

Cauliflower  . 

100 

u 

Carrots 

55 

bushels 

Celery 

840 

bunches 

Corn  (green) 

5,640 

ears 

Corn  (pop) 

6 

bushels 

Cucumbers  . 

1,000 

Lettuce 

4,020 

heads 

Parsnips 

42 

bushels 

Peas  (green) 

m 

u 

Pears  . 

2 

u 

Radishes 

.  • 

10,764 

bunches 

Rhubarb 

266 

pounds 

Spinach 

14 

bushels 

Squash 

11^-  barrels 

Sunflower  seeds 

^  bushel 

Tomatoes 

414  bushels 

Turnips 

31i 

Pork  sold 

• 

« 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

$43.70 

Cow  hide  sold 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

9 

•  • 

5.03 

Veal  hide  sold 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

9 

9  • 

1.50 

Live  Stock  on  Hand. 


2  horses 
6  cows 
51  pigs 


40  hens 
55  pullets 
6  cockerels 
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STATISTICS  FOR  THE  PARENTAL  SCHOOL. 


TABLE  NO.  16. 

Shewing  the  Number  of  Boys  in  the  School  at  the  beginning  of  the 
Year,  together  with  the  Number  Committed,  Discharged,  Released 
on  Probation,  Returned  from  Probation,  and  Recommitted  during 
the  Year. 


February  1. 

Number  in 
School. 

Committed. 

Discharged. 

Released  on 
Probation. 

Returned 

from 

Probation. 

Died. 

Recommitted. 

First 

time. 

Second 

time. 

1902 . 

213 

242 

164 

49 

4 

0 

40 

2 

TABLE  NO.  17. 

Showing  Nativity  of  Boys  Committed  during  the  Year. 


Number. 

Percent. 

Roston . 

168 

69  4 

Elsewhere  in  Massachusetts . 

13 

5.4 

Elsewhere  in  United  States  . 

23 

9.5 

Foreign  born  . . .  * . 

37 

15.3 

Unknown  . 

1 

.4 

242 

100.0 
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TABLE  NO.  18. 

Nativity  of  Parents  of  Boys  Committed  during  Year. 


Both  parents  born  in  United  States 

44  44  Ireland  .... 

44  44  Russia ..... 

44  44  Italy  ..... 

4  4  4  4  Canada  .... 

4  4  4  4  some  other  foreign  country  . 

One  parent  native  born  ..... 
Both  parents  foreign  born,  but  of  different  nationalities 
One  parent  native  bora  and  one  unknown 
One  parent  foreign  bom  and  one  unknown  . 

Boys  whose  parents’  nativity  was  unknown  . 


21 

46 

18 

30 

30 

8 

14 

27 

5 

17 

26 


242 


TABLE  NO.  18  A. 

Showing  Parental  Relations  of  Boys  Committed  during  Year. 


Both  parents  living  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  150 

Father  only  living  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  18 

Had  step-mothers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12 

Mother  only  living  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  50 

Had  step-fathers  .......  9 

Both  parents  dead  .......  3 


242 


TABLE  NO.  18  B. 

Showing  Number  of  Boys  Committed  during  the  Year  who 
belonged  — 

To  eldest  child  group  .  .  .  .  .  48 

To  youngest  child  group  .  .  .  .  .  38 

To  only  child  group  .  .  .  .  .  25 

_  Percent. 

Ill  =  45.86 
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TABLE  NO.  19. 

Showing  Age  of  Boys  at  Commitment  for  year  ending 

January  31 ,  1903. 


7  years 

8  “ 

9  “ 

10  “ 

11  “ 

12  “ 

13  “ 

14  “ 


Number. 


Percent. 


4 

1.7 

10 

4.1 

32 

13.2 

44 

18.2 

56 

23.2 

47 

19.4 

39 

16.1 

10 

4.1 

100.0 


Average  age,  11  years,  1  day. 


TABLE  NO.  20. 

Showing  the  Number  of  Boys  Committed  from  each  of  the  Court 

Districts  for  the  Year. 


Central  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .122 

South  Boston  ........  38 

Roxbury  .........  32 

Dorchester  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12 

East  Boston  .........  14 

Charlestown  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12 

West  Roxbury  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  11 

Superior  Criminal  ........  1 


242 
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TABLE  NO.  21. 

Showing  Average  Attendance  and  the  number  Committed ,  Discharged , 
Released  on  Probation ,  Returned  from  Probation ,  and  the  Deaths , 
61/  Months. 


Committed. 

Returned 

from 

Probation. 

Discharged. 

Released  on 

Probation. 

Died. 

Average 

Attendance. 

February  . 

21 

14 

1 

214.0 

March . 

24 

5 

14 

224.7 

April  .  .  . . 

18 

2 

17 

2 

225.6 

May . 

31 

20 

3 

228.1 

June . 

12 

7 

2 

238.2 

July . 

2 

1 

235.2 

August . 

14 

•  • 

231.5 

September . 

3 

13 

11 

205.4 

October  .  . . 

52 

2 

34 

1 

214.9 

November . 

52 

22 

2 

234.7 

December . 

11 

6 

11 

242.5 

January,  1903  . 

14 

11 

1 

240.7 

238 

4 

164 

49 

•  • 

227.9 

TABLE  NO.  22. 

Showing  Length  of  Time  Spent  in  Parental  School  by  Boys  Discharged 

and  Released  during  the  Year. 


Two  months  or  less . 

....  1 

Thirteen  months  or  less . . . 

1 

Three 

u 

u 

....  5 

Fifteen  “  “ 

4 

Four 

u 

u 

... .  5 

Seventeen  u  “ 

3 

Five 

u 

a 

. . . .  15 

Eighteen  “  M 

4 

Six 

u 

u 

. . • •  37 

Nineteen  u  u 

1 

Seven 

u 

u 

....  7 

Twenty-one  months  or  less, 

4 

Eight 

u 

u 

....  3 

Twenty -two  “  “ 

1 

Nine 

a 

a 

....  4 

Twenty -four  “  “ 

34 

Ten 

u 

a 

. . . .  11 

Eleven 

u 

a 

....  4 

212 

Twelve 

a 

u 

. . . .  68 

Average  time  spent  by  boys  in  the  Parental  School  during  the 
year,  12  months. 
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TABLE  NO.  23. 


Agricultural  Products  raised  at  the  Parental  School  during  the 

Year  ending  January  31,  1903. 


Milk*  .... 
Eggs  .... 
Dressed  chickens  and  fowls 
Dressed  ducks 
Pullets  raised  . 

Dressed  pork  . 

Apples  .... 
Beans  (shelled) 

Beans  (string) 

Beets  .... 
Cabbage 

Carrots  .... 
Celery  .... 
Corn  (green)  . 

Cucumbers 

Lettuce  .... 
Peas  .... 
Radishes 
Rhubarb 

Squash  .... 
Tomatoes 

Turnips  .... 
Onions  .... 
Horse-radish  . 

Peppers  .... 
Spinach  .... 
Parsley  .... 
Strawberries  . 

Wood  .... 


1,925  gallons 
592  dozen 
515  pounds 
45  “ 

•  145 
1,120  “ 

125  bushels 
13  “ 

39  “ 

25  “ 

55  barrels 
17  bushels 

600  heads 
434  dozen 

26  bushels 
302  heads 

48  bushels 
140  bunches 
180  pounds 
1,270  “ 

44  bushels 
23  “ 

7  “ 

2  pecks 
5  dozen 
5  pecks 

3  “ 

285  quarts 

10  cords 


*  Cows  were  sold  in  August. 
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STATISTICS  OF  THE  PLACING-OUT  DIVISION. 


TABLE  NO.  28. 

Total  Number  of  Investigations  during  the  Year. 


Number. 

Percent. 

For  admission  . 

392 

44.65 

Of  boarding  homes  . . . 

76 

8.65 

Of  free  homes  . 

95 

10.82 

For  release  from  House  of  Reformation  (to 

parents’  homes) . 

71 

8.09 

For  release  from  Parental  School  on  pro- 

bation  (to  parents’  homes)  . 

152 

17.31 

For  release  from  Placing- Out  Division . 

63 

7.18 

For  adoption  and  guardianship . 

11 

1.25 

For  return  to  House  of  Reformation  from 

probation  . . 

18 

2.05 

Total . 

878 

100.00 

TABLE  NO.  29. 

Investigation  and  Disposal  of  Applications  for  Admission  of  Dependent  Children  during  the  Year. 
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TABLE  NO.  30. 

Number  of  Dependent  and  Neglected  Children  Admitted  to  the  Care 

of  the  Department  during  the  Year. 


• 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Dependent  Children . 

76 

55 

131 

Neglected  Children . 

8 

16 

24 

Total . 

84 

71 

155 

TABLE  NO.  31. 

Nativity,  Parent  Nativity  (Father),  and  Race  of  Children  Received 

during  the  Year 


Dependent. 

Neglected. 

• 

1902. 

Percent. 

1902. 

Percent. 

Native  born . . 

125 

95.41 

22 

91.67 

Foreign  born  . . 

6 

4.59 

2 

8.33 

Total . 

131 

100.00 

24 

100.00 

White . 

127 

96.95 

21 

87.5 

Colored  . 

4 

3.05 

3 

12.5 

Nativity  of  Father. 

Native  born . 

48 

•  •  •  • 

8 

Canada  and  Provinces  •• 

13 

• 

Foreign  born . 

57 

•  0  •  « 

14 

Unknown  . 

13 

•  •  •  • 

2 

Total . 

131 

•  •  •  • 

24 
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TABLE  NO.  32. 

Domestic  Conditions  of  Children  Admitted  during  the  Year. 


Dependent. 

Neglected. 

1902. 

Percent. 

1902. 

Percent. 

Had  both  parents . 

70 

53.44 

15 

62.50 

No  parents . 

5 

3.82 

• 

Father  only . 

23 

17.56 

5 

20  84 

Mother  only . 

22 

16.79 

2 

8.33 

Illegitimate . 

11 

8.39 

2 

8.33 

Total . 

131 

100.00 

24 

100.00 

Step-father  . 

1 

Step-mother . 

1 

Father  sick  or  disabled, 

11 

Mother  sick  or  disabled 

18 

•  •  •  • 

1 

Both  parents  sick  or 

disabled - * . 

4 

•  •  •  • 

1 

Head  of  family  out  of 

• 

employment  . 

16 

Intemperate  father . 

31 

•  •  •  • 

13 

Intemperate  mother  .... 

3 

Both  parents  in  temper- 

ate . 

3 

•  •  •  • 

3 

Parents  separated  . 

17 

•  •  •  • 

2 

Members  of  family  had 

been  arrested . 

15 

•  •  •  • 

8 

Parents  known  to  have 

received  charitable  aid, 

62 

*  f  p  » 

16 

TABLE  NO.  33 
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TABLE  NO.  35. 

Children  Discharged  during  the  Year  1902. 


Boys. 

GlRL8. 

Total. 

From  Indenture  . 

41 

27 

68 

From  Boarding . 

29 

16 

45 

From  other  Institutions . 

31 

15 

46 

Settlement  not  in  Boston  . 

•  • 

1 

1 

Totals  . 

101 

59 

160 

TABLE  NO 

.  36. 

Discharged  from  Indenture  during  Year  1902. 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Arrived  at  age . 

24 

20 

44 

Discharged  to  friends  and  relatives  . 

1 

•  • 

1 

Adopted . . . 

4 

2 

6 

Died  . 

1 

1 

Enlisted  in  United  States  army  or  navy, 

3 

•  • 

3 

Guardian . . . 

3 

2 

5 

Absconded  . 

1 

1 

2 

Self-supporting . 

3 

2 

5 

To  Massachusetts  Reformatory . 

1 

•  • 

1 

Totals  . 

41 

27 

68 

Children’s  Institutions  Department. 
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TABLE  NO.  37. 

Applications  for  Children  to  Board  or  on  Indenture. 


Boarding. 

On  Indenture. 

Total  received . 

156 

243 

Approved  . 

44 

68 

Disapproved . 

32 

27 

Filled . 

31 

69 

Unfilled  (on  hand)  . 

13 

9 

Withdrawn  . 

7 

20 

Not  investigated  . . . 

73 

118 

TABLE  NO.  38. 

Transfers  during  the  Year. 


Ttnva . 

179 

168 

"VJ  °  *  * . *  *  * . *  * . *  *  * . .  * 

Girls . 

Total  . .  . .  . 

347 

TABLE  NO.  39. 

Transfers  of  Indentured  Children  during  the  Year. 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

From  indenture  to  indenture . 

64 

51 

115 

From  indenture  to  boarding . 

14 

23 

37 

Total . 

78 

74 

152 

64 
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TABLE.  NO.  40. 

Indentured  for  first  time  during  the  Year. 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

From  office . 

0 

0 

0 

From  boarding  homes . 

26 

23 

49 

Total  . 

26 

23 

49 

TABLE  NO.  41. 

Ages  of  Children  Indentured  (for  first  time )  during  the  Year. 


Age. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Dependent. 

Neglected. 

Dependent. 

Neglected. 

1 . 

2 . 

1 

-  • 

1 

•  • 

2 

3 . 

1 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

2 

4 . 

5 

#  • 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

1 

6 . 

*  • 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

1 

7 . 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

1 

8 . 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

•  • 

2 

9 . 

1 

•  • 

2 

•  • 

3 

10 . 

1 

1 

•  • 

1 

3 

11 . 

4 

1 

2 

1 

8 

12 . 

7 

•  • 

2 

•  • 

9 

13 . 

4 

2 

1 

1 

8 

14 . 

2 

•  • 

2 

•  • 

4 

15 . 

•  • 

1 

2 

1 

4 

16 . 

17 . 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

18 . 

Total  .... 

22 

5 

18 

4 

49 

TABLE  NO.  42. 

Location  of  Children  at  Board  and  on  Indenture  at  the  Close  of  Year . 


Children’s  Institutions  Department.  65 
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TABLE  NO.  43. 

Showing  The  Number  of  Children  in  each  Home  at  close  of 

Year  1902. 


-  , 

Boarding 

Homes. 

Children 

Unrelated, 

c  ©• 

0)  *-> 

s® 

3« 

u 

Total. 

Number  of  homes  with 

one  child  ....... 

103 

v  » 

103 

tt 

ft 

two  children . 

39 

54 

93 

ft 

** 

three  w  . 

8 

10 

18 

frt 

*6 

four  “  . 

2 

1 

3 

tfr 

frt 

five  . 

1 

-  . 

1 

Cfr 

more  than  five  child¬ 
ren  . 

2 

•  • 

2 

Free  Homes. 


0) 

-U> 

£ 
u 


a> 

•- 


2  a 

s* 


259 

8 


C 

s->  cS 

3® 


Oh 


11 

1 


O 

H 


259 

19 
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TABLE  NO.  44. 


Schooling  of  Placed- Oat  Children  daring  the  Year  1902. 


Boarding. 

Indentured. 

Total. 

Children  Attending-  School. 

Of  age  (5-15) . 

266 

127 

393 

Over  school  age . 

6 

21 

27 

Children  not  Attending  School. 

Over  school  age . 

8 

153 

161 

Under  school  age  . 

97 

7 

104 

Mentally  unfit . 

1 

•  • 

< 

1 

Physically  unfit  . 

13 

•  0 

13 

Totals  . 

391 

• 

308 

699 

Children’s  Institutions  Department. 
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TABLE  NO.  45. 

Average  Number  of  Visits  made  to  Dependent  and  Neglected 

Children  during  the  Year  1902. 

# 

Total  number  of  children  subject  to  visits  (dependent 

and  neglected)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  699 

Total  number  of  visits  made  .  .  .  .  .3,160 

Average  number  of  visits  to  each  child  ...  4 


TABLE  NO.  46. 

Children  Boarded  or  Indentured  who  have  been  brought  to  the 


City  for  Medical  Treatment. 

For  defective  and  diseased  eyes  .....  28 

For  defective  and  diseased  ears  .  .  .  .  .  15 

For  defective  and  diseased  teeth  .  .  .  .  .  32 

For  surgical  treatment  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12 

For  treatment  of  other  diseases  .  .  .  .  .  58 


Total  .........  145 


The  medical  treatment  for  these  children  required  several  visits 
to  the  city  for  each  child.  One  child  was  brought  to  the  city 
from  a  neighboring  suburb  eighty -five  times  during  the  year. 


TABLE  NO.  47. 

Distribution  of  Children  on  the  Rolls  of  this  Department  in  the 


Care  of  other  Institutions. 

Massachusetts  School  for  the  Feeble-Minded  .  .  95 

Hospital  Cottages  for  Children  .  .  .  .  .  11 

Massachusetts  Hospital  for  Epileptics  .  .  .  .  15 

Massachusetts  State  Sanatorium  .....  4 

Massachusetts  State  Almshouse  .....  1 

Worcester  Almshouse  .......  1 

Free  Hospital  for  Consumptives,  Quincy  street,  Dor¬ 
chester  .........  1 

School  for  the  Deaf,  Hartford,  Conn.  ....  2 

Stanwood  School,  Topsfield,  Mass.  ....  1 

Perkins  Institution  for  the  Blind  ....  3 

House  of  Good  Shepherd,  Boston  ....  1 

Long  Island  Hospital  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  16 

Boston  Insane  Hospital  ......  4 

Taunton  Asylum  .......  1 


156 


TABLE  NO.  48. 

Deaths  that  have  Occurred  in  the  Placing- Out  Division  during  the  Year  1902. 
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